“I  thank  him  for  calling  me  as  mother  of  preachers” 

By  Kate  Worsham 


Tbday  as  I  was  preparing  a  bushel 
of  peas  for  the  freezer  to  give  to  my 
son  and  his  family  at  Clarke  College 
where  he  is  preparing  for  the 
preaching  ministry,  my  mind  went 
back  28  years  to  the  day  my  husband 
and  I  and  this  same  son,  who  at  that 
time  was  five  and  a  half  months  old, 
moved  to  Clarke  College  for  my  hus¬ 
band  to  prepare  for  the  preaching 
ministry. 

As  I  remembered,  I  began  to  think 
of  the  time  when  I  was  in  junior  high 
school  and  decided  at  13  that  some 
day  I  would  go  to  college  and  teach 
school.  That  was  my  dream  for 
several  years. 

Then  when  I  was  16,  the  Lord  came 
into  my  life  and  saved  me,  and  in  the 
following  months  began  to  deal  with 
me  about  giving  my  life  to  him  in  full 
time  Christian  service.  About  a  year 
later,  at  the  end  of  a  church  service, 
that  is  what  I  did,  not  knowing  exact¬ 
ly  what  he  wanted  me  to  do,  but  know¬ 
ing  it  was  not  teaching  school. 

The  next  year  I  went  to  Mississippi 


College.  At  the  end  of  the  school  year, 
the  church  I  had  been  attending  in 
Grenada  called  me  to  come  for  the 
summer  to  work  with  youth  and  play 
the  organ.  I  thought,  “Now  I  know 
what  it  is  that  God  wants  me  to  do.’’ 

At  the  end  of  the  summer  the 
church  asked  me  to  stay  on,  so  I  did. 
During  the  summer  I  had  renewed  an 
acquaintance  with  a  high  school 
teacher,  and  by  fall  we  had  fallen  in 
love  and  planned  to  be  married. 

I  was  pleased  that  the  church  had 
asked  me  to  stay  and  continue  to  work 
there,  because  I  could  still  be  near  the 
man  I  was  planning  to  marry  and  con¬ 
tinue  the  work  I  felt  the  Lord  wanted 
me  to  do. 

When  we  had  our  spring  revival 
meeting  that  year,  the  visiting 
evangelist  told  me  I  was  out  of  God’s 
will,  planning  to  get  married  and  not 
going  back  to  school  to  prepare  myself 
for  what  he  had  called  me  to  do.  I  told 
him  I  was  doing  what  I  felt  he  had 
called  me  to  do.  He  said,  “But  some 
day  you  might  marry  a  fine  preacher.” 


You  see,  the  young  man  1  was  plan¬ 
ning  to  marry  was  in  the  grocery 
business  with  his  father. 

In  June  of  that  year  we  were  mar¬ 
ried.  Little  did  I  know  that  two  years 
later  the  Lord  would  call  him  to 
preach  and  we  would  be  moving  away 
to  college.  As  stated  earlier,  by  that 
time  we  already  had  our  first  child. 

After  Clarke,  we  went  on  to  William 
Carey  for  one  semester,  and  then  to 
Mississippi  College.  While  we  were 
there,  our  second  son  was  born. 

We  had  prayed  so  hard  for  a 
daughter  because  we  knew  this  would 
be  our  last  child.  It  was  hard  for  me 
to  understand  for  a  while  why  God  had 
not  answered  our  prayers  our  way,  but 
after  I  saw  our  nine-pound  son,  it  was 
easy  for  me  to  accept  this  part  of  his 
will  for  us. 

Once  out  of  school  and  living  on  the 
church  field  and  serving  in  churches 
with  my  family  and  knowing  that  I 
was  in  God’s  will,  I  never  thought 
again  of  school  teaching. 

Then  suddenly  as  our  boys  became 


young  men  and  our  oldest  went  to 
work  and  married  and  the  other 
finished  high  school  and  went  away  to 
Blue  Mountain  College  to  prepare  for 
the  preaching  ministry,  I  began  to 
look  back  at  my  life  and  wonder  what 
I  had  done  with  it.  I  had  never  done 
anything  outstanding,  never  won  any 
awards,  never  won  any  beauty  con¬ 
tests,  never  even  been  honored  at  a 
banquet. 

As  my  mind  left  the  past  and 
returned  to  the  present  and  the  peas 
I  was  preparing  and  why,  I  thought 
about  the  first  Sunday  after  this  oldest 
son  answered  God’s  call  to  the 
ministry,  and  he  and  his  wife  stood 
and  sang  in  our  worship  service.  As 
they  sang,  God  spoke  to  my  heart  and 
revealed  to  me  what  I  had  done  with 
the  life  he  asked  me  to  give  him  in  full¬ 
time  Christian  service  years  back. 

Then  I  thought  about  my  other  son 
and  his  wife  who  had  just  returned 
from  Iowa  where  they  had  served  for 
two  years  as  US-2ers  under  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  and  had  now  just  ac¬ 


cepted  their  first  church  in  Mississip¬ 
pi  in  Calhoun  County.  As  they  stood 
during  his  ordination  service  and 
sang,  ‘The  Longer  I  Serve  Him  the 
Sweeter  It  Grows,"  God  spoke  to  my 
heart  again,  and  showed  me  what  I 
had  done  with  my  life.  With  a  heart 
filled  with  deep  gratitude.  I  thanked 
him  for  calling  me  to  be  the  wife  and 
mother  of  preachers. 

I  also  understood  why  he  gave  me 
sons  instead  of  daughters.  He  has 
given  us  two  lovely  daughters-in-law 
and  two  granddaughters,  along  with 
one  grandson.  Who  knows?  One  day  • 
he  may  also  preach. 

Isn’t  it  wonderful  how  God  unfolds 
his  will  for  us  day  by  day,  and  how  he 
shows  us  instead  of  the  visiting 
evangelists,  but  isn’t  it  wonderful  also 
that  we  have  them  to  help  us  under¬ 
stand  it? 

(Kate  Worsham  is  the  wife  of 
Homer  Worsham,  pastor  of  Bed 
Banks  Church,  Marshall  County.  She 
lives  at  Route  4.  Holly  Springs.) 
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“He  read  his  lessons 
over  35  times  a  week” 

aOUYHMN  •AFTWT 


DUNCAN  -  In 
munity  and  in  the  Duncan  Baptist 
Church,  J.  R.  “Judge"  Wolfe  retired  on 
a  recent  Sunday  from  66  years  of 
teaching  the  Duncan  Baptist  Adult 
Men’s  Sunday  School  Class.  Duncan 
did  not  let  the  day  go  by  without  lots 
of  commemoration. 

A  special  after-services  dinner  was 
scheduled  and  Wolfe  was  honored  in 
the  morning  preaching  services.  Both 
of  his  daughters  and  their  families 
were  in  attendance.  They  are  Anna 
Rae  ( Mrs.  W.  B. )  Lloyd  of  Jackson  and 
Bobbie  (Mrs.  Gay)  Anderson  of 
Woodstock,  Ill.  Wolfe’s  wife,  Marie, 
died  two  years  ago. 

Why  has  Wolfe  taught  so  very  long? 
“Because  they  asked  me  to,”  he 
modestly  smiles,  “and  then  no  one 
else  wanted  to  do  it,  so  I  just  stayed 
on.”  Now  88  years  old,  Wolfe  says  he 
had  gotten  too  old  to  teach,  mainly 
because  of  health  problems  and  his 
immediate  memory  fails  him  some 
time. 

Wolfe,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Terry,  just  outside  of  Jackson,  mov¬ 
ed  to  Duncan  in  1914  and  has  done  just 
about  everything  in  the  way  of  jobs  in 
both  Duncan  and  the  Baptist  church. 
He  made  $65  a  month  as  a  dry  goods 
store  clerk  in  1914,  before  marrying 
Marie  Louise  Cary  of  Alabama  in  1917 
before  going  off  to  World  War  I.  Upon 


By  Glynda  Duncan 

eturn  home,  he  and  his  brother 
farmed  for  41  years. 

He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  28  years,  thus  his  nickname 
“Judge,"  and  was  a  turkey  rancher  for 
some  of  that  time,  something  that  he 
used  as  an  incentive  for  his  Sunday 
School  class. 

Wolfe  explained  that  when  atten¬ 
dance  was  very  low  in  the  class,  he  us¬ 
ed  to  have  a  big  turkey  dinner  every 
two  or  three  weeks,  inviting  all  pro¬ 
spective  class  members.  “That  way 
I'd  just  hold  them  over  and  have  them 
come  to  class,"  said  Wolfe,  then 
chuckled,  “but  they  got  wise  to  me 
after  awhile"  and  quit  coming  to  the 
turkey  dinners  and  to  class. 

He  used  to  start  the  fires  in  the  wood 
burning  stoves  in  the  old  church,  was 
choir  director,  has  filled  the  pulpit  for 
area  churches  without  pastors  and  of¬ 
ficiated  at  a  few  funerals.  But  he  says 
he  never  baptized  anyone  and  he 
never  sang  a  solo.  A  deacon  for  58 
years,  Wolfe  has  served  the  church 
longer  than  any  living,  active 
member. 

Wolfe  says  he  never  had  any  formal 
training  in  pi^paring  his  Sunday 
School  lessons.  “I  never  could  use 
notes  very  easy,”  he  said,  but  added 
‘The  Lord  gave  me  a  good  ability  to 
remember,  especially  things  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble,"  so)  he  read  over  his  lessons  as 


many  as  35  times  during  the  week  in 
order  to  memorize  exactly  what  he 
wanted  to  teach. 

He  has  taught  as  many  as  four 
generations  of  families  in  the  church 
and  one  of  his  former  students.  Ken¬ 
neth  Hood,  has  already  stepped  into 
Wolfe’s  vacated  teacher’s  job. 

His  favorite  passage  is  in  Revela¬ 
tions  concerning  the  letter  to  the 
church  at  Laodicia.  “It  is  a  picture  of 
our  present  spiritual  condition  in 
America."  warns  Wolfe. 

Johnny  Spencer  has  been  pastor  at 
Duncan  Baptist  for  the  past  four  years 
and  considers  his  relationship  with 
Wolfe  as  more  than  pastor  and  church 
member,  but  very  close,  personal 
friends. 

“He  supports  me  all  the  way  He  has 
a  gentle,  kind  spirit  and  we  have  a 
good,  wholesome  relationship,"  said 
Spencer.  He  noted  that  Wolfe  and  he 
did  not  always  agree  on  theology,  but 
they  were  good  friends. 

“I  know  that  I’m  not  his  favorite 
preacher  —  Barney  Walker  is,"  said 
Spencer  of  a  former  Duncan  Baptist 
preacher.  Wolfe  puts  \Valker,  now 
retired,  in  the  same  category  with  Bil¬ 
ly  Graham,  bdl  he  says  Walker  is  just 
a  little  better  than  Graham  in  his 
estimation.  “Walker  can  pinpoint  sin 
a  little  harder  than  Graham  can,"  em¬ 
phasized  Wolfe  with  a  smile  and  a 
point  of  the  finger. 


J  R  Wolte,  a  member  of  Duncan  Baptist  Church,  spends  most  ot  his  time  reading 
the  Bible  In  his  66  years  of  teaching  the  Adult  Men  s  Sunday  School  class,  Wolfe 
would  read  the  lesson  text  at  least  35  times  each  week  in  order  to  memorize  the  lesson 


“I  know  that  I'm  not  his 
favorite  preacher  Barney 
Walker  is.”  said  Spencer  of  a 
former  Duncan  Baptist 
preacher.  Wolfe  puts  Walker. 
now  retired,  in  the  same 
category  with  Billy  Graham, 
but  he  says  Walker  is  just  a  lit 
tie  better  than  Graham  in  his 
estimation.  “ Walker  Can  pin 
point  sin  a  little  harder  than 
Graham  can  .  .  .” 


Wolfe  laughs  at  a  tale  he  relays  that 
Walker  used  to  tell  his  congregations 
about  the  twosome's  fishing  trips. 
Wolfe  relays  Walker's  story:  ‘Now. 
Bob  never  did  cuss  when  we  were  out 
there  fishin,'  but  when  I  would  catch 
a  fish  before  him.  he  used  to  spit  and 
the  water  would  boil.' 

With  his  name  engraved  on  Duncan 
Baptist  Church's  cornerstone,  and 
although  Wolfe  won’t  be  teaching 
anymore,  he  plans  to  be  a  church 
worker  in  some  way  or  the  other  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Reprinted  from  the  C’larksdale 
Press  Register,  where  Glynda  Duncan 
is  staff  writer. 
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A  convention  primer 


The  time  for  the  1985  Southern  Bap-  controversy  has  evolved.  tention;  and  some  began  to  desire  a 

list  Convention  in  Dallas  is  drawing  It  is  true  that  it  had  its  roots  in  greater  voice  in  convention  affairs. 

near,  and  the  time  finds  multiplied  theology,  though  it  has  branched  out  Pastors  who  had  felt  left  out  of  con-  ,  WjKjfl 

millions  of  Southern  Baptists  ap.-  in  more  recent  years.  Premillen-  vention  matters  began  to  see  the  in-  „^T 

prehensive  as  to  the  direction  that  is  nialists  have  always  felt  that  their  errancy  movement  as  a  vehicle  for  ex-  fatfcr  _ -4  V  |  . 

to  come  from  the  convention.  viewpoint  was  eminently  correct,  pressing  their  frustrations.  Their 

As  the  time  approaches,  we  hear  in-  which  is  natural;  and  that  would  give  rallying  cry  became  one  claiming  Wj 

creasingly  from  laymen  who  are  con-  rise  to  the  concept  that  other  view-  that  the  estafrlishment  was  _ -- — 

cerned  but  are  confused.  They  want  points  are  lacking.  The  term,  “iner-  insensitive. 

to  know  what  is  going  on  and  why.  So  rantists,”  emerged,  seeming  to  indi-  As  this  began  to  take  place,  the  core 

if  the  preachers  will  tune  us  out  for  a  cate  that  others  did  not  believe  in  an  leaders  in  the  inerrancy  faction  , 

few  moments,  this  will  be  an  attempt  inerrant  Bible.  There  are  also  many  shifted  their  emphasis  and  moved  to 

to  provide  something  of  a  primer  on  premillennialists,  however,  who  are  place  themselves  at  the  head  of  the 

the  circumstances  of  the  Soutiiern  not  a  part  of  the  political  inerrancy  anti-establishment  movement.  This  ^  \  jSp*1 - ■*** 

Baptist  Convention  •  movement.  was  noted  in  the  Baptist  Record  *  ^ 

This  near  convention  time  finds  two  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  following  the  1980  convention  in  St. 
relatively  small  groups  of  people  who  do  not  subscribe  to  the  premillen-  Louis. 

almost  at  a  standofL with  what  has  nial  position  who  nevertheless  insist  The  question  that  must  be  asked  by  ~ —  _  > 

become  known  as  the  inerrantist  fac-  that  they  hold  to  an  inerrant  view  of  those  who  feel  that  the  establishment  'm\S  "  J  ^ 

tion  probably  wielding  the  greater  in-  the  Scripture.  ,  has  been  insensitive  to  their  concerns  J  . 

fluence.  That  is  not  to  say  that  the  In  the  decade  of  the  seventies  the  is  whether  or  not  a  new  establishment  jjj’  ^  J 

people  on  the  other  side  are  not  iner-  inerrantists  discovered  how  the  that  would  be  installed  by  inerrantist 

rantists.  They  are.  They  just  don’t  Southern  Baptist  System  works  and  leaders,  if  they  were  in  control,  would 

call  themselves  that  Almost  all  how  they  could  make  it  work  to  fur-  be  any  more  sensitive.  >5 

Southern  Baptists  believe  in  the  iner-  ther  their  concepts.  But  here  we  are,  facing  what  could _ _ 

rancy  of  the  scripture.  The  leaders  discovered  that  they  well  be  the  most  critical  convention  of 

It  needs  to  be  pointed  out  that  the  would  have  to  control  the  trustee  our  history.  As  has  to  be  the  case,  can  really  trust  the  Lord  to  lead  us 
inerrantists  arc  not  all  agreed  on  what  boards  of  the  agencies  or  at  least  of  much  of  the  tension  revolves  around  through  our  trauma.  The  Lord  can 
it  means,  and  definitions  may  have  the  seminaries  to  move  toward  their  the  election  of  a  president.  Charles  lead  us  through  jt.  The  question  is,  are 
changed  along  the  way.  hope  of  affecting  the  theological  Stanley,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Allan-  we  willing  to  trust  him”  Perhaps  that 

Also  it  meeds  to  be  pointed  out  that  climate  of  the  convention.  They  found  ta,  is  president;  and  tradition  would  is  our  biggest  decision, 
tiie  great  mass  of  Southern  Baptists  they  could  begin  this  process  by  elec-  afford  him  a  second  term.  The  posi-  Again,  it  needs  to  be  remembered 
are  standing  by  in  anguish  and  saying,  ting  the  right  people  as  president,  tion  of  president  is  vital  because  of  his  that  the  convention  was  established  as 
’  Please  don't  do  this  to  us.”  those  who  would  use  their  appointive  appointive  powers.  a  vehicle  to  carry  on  missions  work. 

And  those  on  both  sides  are  saying,  powers  to  initiate  the  action  of  choos-  There  are  many  who  oppose  the  re-  We  may  have  come  to  the  place  of 
“We’re  only  in  this  because  we  have  ing  those  trustees  who  agreed  with  election  of  Stanley  because  he  was  having  to  decide  if  we  really  want  to 
to  be,  and  we  would  give  up  the  fight  them.  Inerrancy  became  their  elected  by  the  inerrantist  faction,  be  a  missionary  fellowship,  or  if  we 
if  the  other  side  would  just  see  things  watchword.  Stanley,  on  the  other  hand,  says  he  would  rather  be  sure  that  we  are  all 

our  way.”  The  group  began  to  talk  about  what  has  no  alignment  with  any  group  and  in  agreement  before  we  attempt  mis- 

Many  people  are  confused.  They  they  called  parity,  which  meant  a  declares  that  we  must  move  toward  sions  endeavors.  I  would  be  fearful, 
don’t  understand  what  is  going  on  and  representative  element  that  peace.  however,  that  if  the  latter  concept  is 

why  it  is  going  on.  They  are  fearful  represented  their  views  within  the  Everyone,  of  course,  is  crying  for  to  be  our  answer,  we  may  as  well 

that  there  is  no  hope.  trustee  bodies.  What  everyone  who  is  peace.  The  problem  is  that  many  who  forget  our  missions  hope.  In  spite  of 

How  did  it  all  get  started?  I  have  my  interested  needs  to  understand,  are  doing  the  crying  also  are  declar-  the  fact  that  we  all  are  committed  to 
concepts  of  that,  and  perhaps  it  would  however,  is  that  to  them  parity  means  ing  that  peace  can  come  only  if  missions  work,  we  will  never  be  able 
be  well  to  examine  the  path  that  control;  for  their  conviction  is  that  everyone  moves  to  their  position.  to  agree  on  all  of  the  issues  that  face 
seems  to  have  been  the  way  that  the  there  are  more  Baptists  of  their  per-  The  votes  of  the  messengers  at  this  us.  That  is  why  we  grt-try  majority 

1^— —  !■■■■.  ——I  suasion  than  there  are  of  any  others,  convention  will  determine  what  direc-  vote. 

The  Baptist  Record  As  t*ie  inerrantists  began  to  put  tion  the  conventions  will  go.  They  And  if  we  lose  our  missions  hope. 

*  their  plan  into  action,  an  amazing  must  make  their  choices  carefully,  what  difference  does  it  make  whether 

( ISSN-0005-5778)  phenomenon  began  to  take  place.  An  Their  exercise  in  care  must  be  bas-  we  split  up  or  not?  We  will  have  losl 

515  Mississippi  Street  anti-establishment  movement  began  ed  on  prayer.  We  have  come  to  the  our  reason  for  being. 

P  O  Box  580  to  take  shape.  While  perhaps  this  was  place  where  only  the  Lord  can  direct  Thankfully,  the  realization  of  the 

Jackson  Miss  39205  worthwhile  in  some  respects,  it  never-  us  on  a  reasonable  and  effective  need  for  prayer  is  growing  as  conven 

Mr  . theless  was  a  movement  fraught  with  course.  There  is,  of  course,  no  reason  tion  time  approaches,  and  a  number 

Don  McGregor  t,auoi  jronv  to  fear  such  a  position  if  we  find  we  of  groups  have  begun  to  direct  their 
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FTC  rejects  petition 
to  limit  alcohol  ads 


By  David  Wilkinson 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Despite  los¬ 
ing  a  round  to  the  Federal  Trade  Com¬ 
mission  recently,  leaders  in  the  fight 
against  broadcast  .advertising  of 
alcoholic  beverages  said  they  remain 
optimistic. 

The  FTC  voted  4-1  to  reject  a  peti¬ 
tion  by  the  Center  for  Science  in  the 
Public  Interest  and  other  groups  ask¬ 
ing  that  it  establish  rules  banning  or 
limiting  the  advertising  of  alcoholic 
beverages.  The  commission  did  say  it 
will  monitor  individual  ads  to  prevent 
deceptive  or  unfair  claims. 

George  Hacker,  director  of  alcohol 
policies  for  CSPI  and  national  coor¬ 
dinator  for  Project  SMART  (Stop 
Merchandising  Alcohol  on  Radio  and 
Television),  said  the  ruling  was  “not 
unexpected.”  The  FTC  petition,  which 
predated  Project  SMART,  was  much 
broader  in  scope  than  the  current 
focus  on  broadcast  advertising. 

Noting  FTC  head  James  Miller  in¬ 
dicated  the  question  of  alcohol  adver¬ 
tising  is  an  issue  for  Congress  to 
decide,  Hacker  said  congressional  ac¬ 
tion  continues  to  be  the  primary  prize 
in  the  ongoing  battle. 

Project  SMART,  a  nationwide  cam¬ 
paign  spearheaded  by  CSPI  and  en¬ 
dorsed  by  organizations  such  as  the 
National  PTA,  the  National  Council  on 
Alcoholism,  and  Action  for  Children’s 
Television,  has  encouraged  stiff  op¬ 
position  from  broadcasters,  adver¬ 
tisers,  and  alcohol  industry  executives 
and  lobbyists.  The  campaign  has  been 
supported  by  many  religious  leaders, 


including  staff  members  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission  which  deals  with  issues 
related  to  alcohol  and  drug  abuse. 

Hacker  said  legislation  to  require 
equal  time  to  present  opposing  views 
to  broadcast  alcohol  ads  will  be  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  House  “in  the  next  few 
weeks.”  Also,  hearings  are  scheduled 
to  begin  May  21  in  the  Senate  subcom¬ 
mittee  on  telecommunications, 
chaired  by  Sen.  Timothy  Wirth 
(D-Colo.). 

Hacker  said  the  subcommittee 
membership  increased  from  16  to  25 
with  the  new  Congress  and  that  most 
of  the  new  members  appear  to  be  “un¬ 
friendly”  toward  any  legislation  to 
ban  alcohol  ads  or  to  require  equal 
time  for  counteradvertising  on  the 
dangers  of  alcohol. 

'  The  subcommittee  “is  really  the 
broadcasters’  territory  right  now,”  he 
said.  “Frankly,  unless  we  can  drum 
up  more  grassroots  support,  our 
chances  of  getting  legislation  out  of 
that  committee  are  bleak.” 

The  religious  community,  he  added, 
could  be  the  key  to  any  successful 
anti-alcohol  legislation.  He  noted  Rep. 
Mike  Synar  (D-Okla.)  told  the  recent 
convention  of  the  National  Association 
of  Broadcasters  that  “if  the  religious 
groups  got  involved  with  the  PTA  and 
health  groups  (to  oppose  alcohol 
advertising),  that  would  be  a  heck  of 
a  coalition.” 

Wilkinson  writes  for  the  Christian 
Life  Commission. 


Women  in  Ministry  sets 
SBC  meeting,  June  8-9 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist 
Women  In  Ministry  will  hold  its  an¬ 
nual  meeting  June  8-9  at  Wilshire 
Baptist  Church  and  the  Adolphus 
Hotel  in  Dallas. 

The  meeting  precedes  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  June  11-13  at  the  Dallas  Con¬ 
vention  Center.  * 

The  all-day  session  at  Wilshire 
church  on  Saturday  June  8  will 
feature  worship  and  interpretations  of 
the  1985  theme,  “Voices  of  Home  from 
the  Exile,”  led  by  Jane  Medema  from 
San  Francisco,  Addie  Davis  from  Cov¬ 
ington,  Va.,  and  Marie  Bean  from 
Mars  Hill,  N.C.,  at  1:30  p.m.  and  a  con¬ 
cert  by  Ken  Medema  and  Cynthia 
Clawson  at  7:30  p.m. 


Sunday  the  meeting  shifts  to  the 
Adolphus  Hotel  for  a  Bible  study  at 
8:30  a.m.  led  by  Carolyn  Blevins, 
professor  of  religion  at  Carson- 
Newman  College  in' Jefferson  City, 
Term.,  followed  by  a  worship  service 
led  by  Nancy  Ellett,  associate  pastor 
of  Royal  Lane  Baptist  Church  in 
Dallas  and  Molly  Marshall-Green, 
assistant  professor  of  theology  at 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Pre-registration  (before  May  20)  for 
the  meeting  is  $5,  the  cost  of  the  Satur¬ 
day  lunch  is  $3.75  and  the  Saturday 
banquet  is  $6.75  per  person.  Advance 
fees  should  be  mailed  to  Sandra 
Richardson,  1401  As  bur  ton  Road, 
Raleigh,  N.C.,  27607. 


Seven  “vocational  groups 
will  meet  at  the  Mariott 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Seven  “vocational 
groups”  within  the  membership  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Religious  Education 
Association  will  receive  special  atten¬ 
tion  during  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
SBREA,  June  9-10  at  the  Mariott 
Hotel,  Market  Square  in  Dallas. 

The  groups  meet  each  year  prior  to 
the  annual  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  The  1985  meeting  will  be  the  30th 
for  the  SBREA.  Presentation  of 


Ground  breaking ?? 


Kids  digging  in  a  sand  pile^Guess  again.  Who  would  break  ground  for  a  new 
preschool  building?  Preschoolers,  naturally.  Four  and  five  year  olds  really  dug  in  when 
Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson,  asked  them  to  break  ground  recently.  The  building 
is  expected  to  be  complete  by  the  first  of  1986.  In  addition,  the  church,  J.  Gerald 
Harris,  pastor,  also  plans  to  expand  the  fellowship  hall  and  kitchen,  and  to  add  a 
covered  walkway  between  existing  buildings.  Shoveling  boys  pictured  above  include 
Jeffrey  Knight,  Jonathan  Smith,  Jonathan  DeVore,  Scott  Saulters,  Samuel  Pittman, 
and  Jason  King. 
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State  gifts 
stay  ahead  of 
year’s  budget 

The  first  four  months  of  1985  plac¬ 
ed  Mississippi  Baptists  just  ahead  of 
their  Cooperative  Program  budget 
needs,  according  to  an  announcement 
by  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

For  January  through  April, 
Mississippi  Baptists  gave  a  total  of 
$5,839,743  through  Southern  Baptists’ 
unified  giving  plan,  the  Cooperative 
Program.  This  is  $6,410  more  than  the 
pro  rata  amount  of  the  total  1985 
budget  goal  of  $17,500,000. 

For  the  same  period  last  year, 
Mississippi  Baptists  gave  $5,276,971. 
The  1985  gifts  mark  a  33.4  percent 
jump. 

April  giving  totaled  $1,645,344,  an  in- 
( Continued  on  page  10) 
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Flood  and  drought  are  only 
three  hours  apart  in  Kenya 


distinguished  leader  awards  at  the 
closing  banquet  the  evening  of  June 
10  will  be  another  highlight. 

The  seven  areas:  childrens/pre¬ 
school  ministry,  singles  ministry, 
youth  ministry,  senior  adult  ministry, 
general  education/administration, 
association/state/SBC  ministry  and 
teaching  ministry  (professors)  will 
allow  members  to  spend  two 
(Continued  on  page  7)  * 


NAIROBI,  Kenya  (BP)  —  Baptists 
in  Kenya  are  handing  out  seed  and 
blankets  to  flood  victims  only  a  three- 
hour  drive  from  an  area  where  they’re 
still  providing  drought  relief. 

Recent  flooding  in  the  Kisumu 
district  of  Kenya  left  4,000  families 
homeless,  including  483  families  from 
15  Baptist  churches  in  the  Kano 
plains,  according  to  a  Baptist  relief 
team  that  surveyed  the  area. 

Baptist  pastor  Vincent  Ayieko,  one 
of  those  who  lost  everything  in  the 
flood,  didn’t  let  that  deter  him  from 
having  baptism  for  his  young  church 
on  the  same  site  where  the  waters 
overflowed  and  took  all  his 
belongings. 

Ayieko,  his  wife  and  two  children 
were  left  without  even  a  pair  of  shoes. 
Missionary  Dan  Bradley  of  Mississip¬ 
pi,  who  works  with  churches  in  the 
area,  helped  the  pastor  get  clothing 
for  his  family  to  wear  that  Sunday. 

At  least  three  Baptist  churches 
were  damaged  or  destroyed  by  the 
flooding.  Members  could  find  no 
trace,  not  even  the  corrugated  tin  roof, 
of  Nyawalo  Baptist  Church.  Half  of 
the  Mariwa  Baptist  Church  was  wash¬ 
ed  away,  and  the  Mitando  Baptist 
Church  building  was  left  leaning  to 
the  ground,  unusable. 

Government  officials  told  the  relief 
team  that  two  rivers  overflowed, 
flooding  4,000  acres  of  cotton  fields 
between  them.  A  broken  irrigation 
canal  washed  away  an  entire  village, 
and  flood  waters  washed  away  a 
school  when  a  survey  team  found  50 
or  60  people  sitting  dejectedly  on  the 
ground. 

Officials  warned  people  to  wait  at 
least  a  month  before  returning  to  their 


homes  because  of  the  dual  threat  of 
malaria  and  poisonous  snakes. 

The  government  asked  Baptists  to 
provide  blankets  for  their  own  church 
members,  help  distribute  American 
grain  already  available  and  provide 
seed.  The  government  would  provide 
drugs,  Catholics  were  providing 
clothing,  and  other  groups  would  pro¬ 
vide  blankets  for  their  own  members. 
A1  Cummins,  human  needs  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  Baptist  Mission  of 
Kenya,  used  $5,000  in  relief  funds  to 
buy  1,300  blankets. 

Because  the  rainy  season  was 
already  well  underway  and  all  crops 
were  destroyed,  the  district  commis¬ 
sioner  asked  Baptists  to  provide 
sorghum  seed,  the  only  crop  which 
would  have  time  to  mature  before  the 
end  of  the  growing  season. 


The  team  found  they  didn’t  have  to 
explain  who  Baptists  were  or  convince 
officials  of  their  sincere  desire  to  help. 
The  district  commissioner  had  seen 
a  recent  television  newscast  in  which 
the  nation's  president,  Daniel  arap 
Moi,  visited  the  Nakuru  Baptist 
Church  when  team  member  Arthur 
Kinyanjui  was  preaching.  Another 
district  officer  had  heard  a  sermon  by 
Kinyanjui  on  the  radio  the  morning 
before  their  visit. 

Cummins;  Kinyanjui,  newly  elected 
moderator  of  the  Baptist  Convention 
of  Kenya ;  Bradley ;  and  several  local 
pastors  made  up  the  relief  survey 
team. 

The  relief  team  is  investigating 
reports  of  flooding  in  other  areas  of 
Kenya  to  see  if  Baptists  can  help  there 
also. 


Southern  Baptists  support 
Vs  of  missionaries  in  U.S. 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptists  support  one-third  of  all 
home  missionaries  in  the  United 
States,  according  to  a  recent  Home 
Mission  Board  survey  of  92  U.S. 
denominations. 

Southern  Baptists  support  3,723 
home  missionaries,  33.7  percent  of 
all  home  missionaries  currently 
serving  in  the  United  States.  Mis¬ 
sion  Service  Corps  enlists  persons 
who  raise  their  own  support  to 
serve  as  volunteer  missionaries  for 
one  to  two  years. 

The  board  also  annually  enlists 
more  than  40,000  volunteers,  in¬ 


cluding  MSC  missionaries,  in  its  1 
home  missions  efforts. 

The  HMB  surveyed  92  U.S. 
denominations,  representing  130.8 
million  of  the  estimated  133  million 
church  members.  The  report 
revealed  that  the  64  denominations 
which  responded  to  the  survey  sup¬ 
ported  11,064  home  missionaries, 
an  average  of  one  per  9,998  church 
members,  noted  Bunch.  The 
responding  denominations  repre¬ 
sent  110.6  million  of  the  nation's 
estimated  133  million  church 
members. 


DALLAS  CONVENTION  CENTER 


Committee  on  Boards  releases  nominations 
for  trustees  of  SBC  committees,  commissions 


ed  (term  to  expire  in  1988).  Ore. 

A  new  member  will  be  named  in  Fred  Powell,  senior  associate  pastor 
Dallas  to  replace  Larry  Thylor,  Jeffer-  at  First  Church,  Atlanta,  was 
son  City,  Tfenn.,  who  moved.  nominated  as  chairman. 

Renominated  are  James  C.  Dorrie-  COMMITTEE  ON  ORDER  OF 
ty,  Blakely,  Ga.;  Loyd  R.  Wilson.  BUSINESS  (6  members  plus  the  cur- 
Naperville,  Ill.;  Mrs.  Thomas  A.  rent  president  of  the  SBC) :  2  nomina- 
Durham,  Alexandria,  La.;  Tom  A.  tions  considered,  2  new  members.  The 
Gratton,  Suitland,  Md.;  William  D.  Committee  on  Board  also  nominates 
Ledbetter.  King’s  Mountain,  N.C.,  and  the  chairman. 

Ben  Green.  Wenatchee,  Wash  New  members  are  Wilbur  A.  <  Pat  ■ 

PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE  Patterson,  banker  and  member  of 
( 15  members,  eight  of  whom  serve  by  Emmanuel  Church.  Overland  Park 
virtue  of  office  as  SBC  ad-  Kan.,  replacing  J.  Nixon  Daniel  111. 
ministrators) :  2  persons  considered,  Pensacola.  Fla.  and  Reed  I  .arson. 
2  new  members.  The  Committee  on  banker  and  president  of  the  National 
Boards  also  nominates  the  chairman  Right  to  Work  Committee,  Annadale. 
of  the  PAC.  Va..  and  member  of  First  Church. 

New'  members  are  Bill  Gunter,  Falls  Church,  Va..  replacing  Larry  C 
secretary  of  insurance  for  the  state  of  Crawford.  BurlingtojjONXI. 

Florida  and  member  of  First  Church,  The  Committee  recommended  Fred 
Tallahassee,  replacing  Donald  R.  H.  Wolfe,  Cottage  Hill  Church,  Mobile. 
Brewer,  Palatine,  Ill.;  and  Landrum  Ala.,  as  chairman. 

P.  Leavell  II,  president  of  New  BAPTIST  WORLD  ALLIANCE  <  11 
Orleans  Seminary  and  member  of  members,  including  5  by  virtue  of 
First  Church,  New  Orleans,  replacing  SBC  office,  which  includes  bylaw 
Russell  H.  Dilday  Jr.,  Fort  Worth,  changes  stipulating  the  current  presi- 
Texas.  dent  of  the  SBC  —  Charles  F.  Stanley. 

Samuel  T.  Currin,  current  chair-  First  Church,  Atlanta  —  and  the  presi- 
man  and  U.S.  attorney  for  the  Eastern  dent  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
District  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  Board  —  Lloyd  Elder  —  serve  by  vir- 
was  recommended  as  chairman.  tue  of  office.  The  move  eliminated  two 

DENOMINATIONAL  CALENDAR  at-large  positions.) 

COMMITTEE  (6  members):  2  Other  persons  serving  by  virtue  of 
nominations  considered,  2  new  office  are  Harold  C.  Bennett,  ex¬ 
members.  The  Committee  on  Boards  ecutive  secretary-treasurer,  Ex- 
also  nominates  the  chairman.  ecutive  Committee,  Nashville,  Ttenn. ; 

New  members  are  Mrs.  A.  D.  R.  Keith  Parks,  president,  Foreign 
Foreman,  a  homemaker  and  member  Mission  Board,  Richmond,  Va.,  and 
of  First  Church,  Monroe,  La.,  replac-  William  G.  Tanner,  president,  Home 
ing  Mrs.  Don  Workman,  Lubbock,  Mission  Board,  Atlanta. 

Texas,  and  Johnny  Roger  Johnson,  The  committee  considered  six  other 
Trinity  Church,  Springfield,  Ore.,  nominations.  Three  new  members 
replacing  Wayne  V.  McDili,  Portland,  (Continued  on  page  5) 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  - 
Trustees  nominations  for  Southern 
Baptist  commissions  and  committees 
have  been  released  by  the  SBC  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Boards,  Commissions  and 
Standing  Committees. 

The  Committee  on  Boards  report 
was  released  April  16  by  Chairman 
Bob  Eklund,  urban  evangelism 
associate  with  the  Baptist  General 
Convention,  of  Texas. 

Nominees  are  clergy  or  denomina- 
<  tonally  related,  unless  specified. 

SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  FOUNDA¬ 
TION  (35  members):  10  nominations 
considered ;  4  representatives  of  SBC 
agencies  and  one  at-large  member  to 
be  named  when  the  Committee  on 
Boards  subcommittee  meets  in  Dallas 
prior  to  the  annual  meeting. 

Reappointed  are  0.  Q.  Quick  of 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  representing 
—Golden  Gate  Seminary  and  Norris  E. 

Smith  of  Memphis,  representing  the 
Historical  Commission. 

At-large  members  renominated  are 
Gilbert  E.  South,  Lutherville,  Md.; 

Billy  M.  Cary,  Huntingdon,  Tenn.,  and 
Robert  F.  Owens,  Foley,  Ala. 

Representatives  to  be  named  later  Germantowm,  Tenn.,  replacing 
are  from  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Wendell  W.  Crews,  Athens,  Tenn.; 
replacing  WT.  Curtis  English,  Alta  New  at-large  members  are  Joel  E. 
Vista,  Va.;  Home  Mission  Board,  Waddell,  minister  of  music  at  Sum¬ 
replacing  Bill  Sherman,  Nashville,  merville  Church,  Summerville,  S.C., 
Tenn.;  Annuity  Board,  replacing  replacing  W.  Lee  Prince,  Anderson, 
"’Alden  Wilson,  Jackson.  Tenn.,  and  S.C.;  and  Joe  T.  Lenamon,  a  banker 
Brotherhood  Commission,  replacing  and  member  of  Travis  Avenue 
Robert  A.  Alexander,  Murfreesboro,  Church,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Tenn.  Renominated  are  B.  G.  Byrd,  Santa 

The  at-large  member  to  be  named  Ana,  Calif.;  Gregory  W.  Brockman, 
later  will  replace  Morris  Early,  Littleton,  Colo.;  Tom  L.  McGuire, 
Nashville.  Tenn.  North  Fort  Myers,  Fla.;  James  M. 

AMERICAN  SEMINARY  COM-  Hensley,  Spokane,  Wash.;  Henry 
MISSION  (16 members):  3 nominees  Adrion  III,  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and 
considered;  2  new  members,  1  Fred  W.  Graham  Jr.,  Asheboro,  N.C. 
reappointed.  ~  (at-large). 

New  members  are  George  W.  Lam-  CHRISTIAN  LIFE  COMMISSION 
pkin,  an  educator  and  member  of  (30  members):  8  nominations  con- 
First  Church,  Norfolk,  Va.,  replacing  sidered;  2  new  members,  6 
James  M.  Griffin,  Hampton,  Va.,  who  renominations, 
resigned,  and  Stephen  R.  Tbylor,  First  New  members  are  R.  Lloyd 
Church.  Goodlettsville,  Tenn.,  replac-  Crawford,  a  businessman  and 
ing  Fred  E.  A.  Johnson,  Nashville,  member  of  Applew-ood  Church, 
Tenn.,  who  is  ineligible  for  Wheatridge,  Colo.,  replacing  Mrs. 
renomination.  Edith  Hargis,  Northglenn,  Colo.,  in- 

Renominated  to  a  second  term  is  eligible  for  renomination,  and 
Roy  D.  Raddin,  Greenville,  Miss.  Thomas  E.  Boland,  a  banker  and 
EDUCATION.  COMMISSION  (21  member  of  First  Church,  Chamblee, 
members):  6  nominations  con-  Ga.,  replacing  Lon  L.  Day  Jr.,  Atlan- 
sidered;  1  new  member,  5  ta,  who  declined  a  second  term, 
renominated.  *  —  Renominated  are  Fred  Lackey, 

New  member  is  Bob  R.  Agee,  presi-  Athens,  Ala.;  J.  W.  Atchison,  Pine 
dent  of  Oklahoma  Baptist  University  Bluff,  Ark. ;  Larry  Caton  Noia,  Foun- 
and  member  of  First  Church,  tain  Valley,  Calif.;  Roy  T.  Rhodes, 
Shawnee,  Okla.,  replacing  Leon  S.  Hill  Thllahassee,  Fla.  ;  C.  David  Matthews, 
of  Enid,  Okla.  (ineligible).  Greenville,  S.C.,  and  Mrs.  Virginia  H. 

Renominated  are  Leslie  Wright,  Hendricks,  Glorieta,  N.M.  (at-large). 
Birmingham,  Ala  ;  D.  Jack  Nicholas,  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION  (34 
Walnut  Ridge,  Ark. ;  William  R.  Hann,  members):  9  nominations  con- 
Westminister,  Calif.;  Robert  E.  sidered;  '  4  new  members,  5 
Lambert,  Castle  Rock,  Colo,  (at-  renominations, 
large)  and  Bill  W.  Stacy,  Cape  New  members  are  Mrs.  Marlena 
Girardeau,  Mo.  (at  large).  ^  Rikard,  associate  professor  of  history 
BROTHERHOOD  COMMISSION  at  Samford  University  and  member  of 
436  members):  JO  nominations  cob-  Shades  Crest  Church-,  Birmingham, 
sidered;  4  new  members,  6  Ala.;  Mrs.  Gaylon  Cothern,  a  free- 
renominated  lance  writer  and  member  of  Starlight 

New  member^  are  William  Tim  Church,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and  Phil 
Brown,  an  educator  and  member  of  Langley  of  Crown  Peak  Church, 
Riverland  Hills  Churdh,  Columbia,  Parachute,  Colo. 

S.C.,  replacing  L.  W.  Brasington,  Col-  Named  to  fill  an  unexpired  term  is 
umbia,  S.C.;  Thomas  W.  Daniels,  Mrs.  Miles  L.  Dawson,  a  homemaker 
retired  military  and  current  realtor  and  member  of  Hoffmantown  Church, 
and  member  of  Germantown  Church,  Albuquerque,  N.M>,  replacing  Mrs. 


Convention  site 


EQUITABLE’S  ULTIMATE 
100% 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 


Companion  700  High  Option  Plan 
Helps  pay  for  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital,  nurses  and  first  three  pints  of  blood. 

•  All  Medicare,  Part  A,  deductibles  for  hospitalization 

•  100%  of  eligible  hospital  charges  beyond  Medicare, 
Part  A,  for  an  additional  365  days 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  hospital 

•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home  I  Eadaraemeat-7]  l 

For  Full  Information  Phone  9244442 

Or  Fill  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Ins.  Co. 


Hutton  Insurance  Agency 


Trustees  affirm 


Thursday.  May  9,  1985 
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Ferguson’s  role 


KANSAS  CITY.  Mo  t  BP)  —  In  its  wide  evangelism  emphasis  sponsored 
spring  meeting,  the  board  of  trustees  by  the  Home  Mission  Board  in  1‘  • 
of  Midwestern  Seminary  here  adopted  ...  .  .  ,  . 

3  recommendation  to  acquire  a  col-  In  other 'action,  the  board  adopted 
lection  of  biblical  artifacts,  commend-  a  1985-88  budget  totalling  $3,3d8.812, 
ed  the  seminary  president  for  his  Primanly  funded  by  the  (  ooperative 
leadership  during  the  current  con-  Pro8ram-  enc*°'vrnent  income,  stu- 
troversy  within  the  Southern  Baptist  jjf"}  fees  and  hous*ng  rentals. 
Convention,  and  reelected  a  Mississip-  Students  matriculation  fees  will  in¬ 
crease  to  $300  per  semester,  bringing 
fee  schedules  in  line  with  the  other 
Southern  Baptist  seminaries. 


pian  as  chairman. 

In  unanimous  action,  trustees  ex¬ 
pressed  appreciation  to  Milton 
Ferguson,  seminary  president,  for  his  Trustees  also  approved  a  retire- 
leadership  of  the  seminary  during  ment  request  from  William  B.  Coble, 
what  trustees  called  “these  difficult  professor  of  New  Testament  for  25 
days  of  controversy  within  the  conven-  years.  Coble,  who  will  retire  Dec.  31. 
tion."  Trustees  also  affirmed  the  1985.  was  appointed  to  senior  pro¬ 
president  for  his  chapel  address,  fessor  of  New  Testament,  effective 
delivered  earlier  this  year,  when  Jan.  1.  1986. 

Ferguson  emphasized  “biblical  faith"  The  board  also  advanced  N.  Larry 
as  the  key  to  unity  within  the  SBC.  Baker,  associate  professor  of  Chris- 
Trustees  voted  to  acquire  the  tian  ethics,  to  full  professor  of  Chris- 
William  H.  Morton  collection  of  rare  tian  ethics  effective  Aug.  1,  1985. 
coins,  pottery,  and  assorted  biblicaF  Baker  is  also  academic  dean  at 
artifacts  owned  by  Morton,  senior  pro-  Midwestern, 
fessor  of  biblical  archaeology  at  Trustees  approved  the  appointment 
Midwestern.  of  Larry  E.  McKinney,  reader  ser- 

The  collection  includes  artifacts  vices  librarian  at  Midwestern,  as  in¬ 
dating  as  early  as  the  Chalcolithic  and  structor  of  biblical  studies,  effective 
Early  Bronze  Age  ( c.  4000-2100  B.C. ) .  June  1985. 

It  will  be  housed  in  a  proposed  In  addition,  trustees  reelected  Ker- 
museum  of  biblical  history,  part  of  a  mit  McGregor  chairman  of  the  board, 
new  teaching/learning  center  at  the  McGregor,  former  pastor  of  Morrison 
seminary.  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Clinton, 

Trustees  also  commended  the  Miss.,  is  director  of  public  relations  at 
seminary’s  plans  for  involvement  in  Mississippi  Baptist  Children’s  Home 
Good  News  America,  a  convention-  in  Jackson,  Miss. 


Trinity  River  reflects  Dallas  skyline 

The  night  skyline  of  Dallas,  centered-on  the  sphere  atop  Re-  will  host  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven 
union  Towers,  reflects  in  the  waters  of  the  Trinity  River.  Dallas  tion,  June  11-13,  1985. 


Committee  releases  nominations 


Southwestern  will  honor 
six  distinguished  alumni 


Golden  Gate  to  host 
annual  SBC  luncheon 


1*2*23  Used  1983  -  - - 

25  passenger 

deluxe  medium  duty  bus 

with  rear  luggage  compartment  Call  (601)  981*8415 


companies 
or  insurance 


Completed  in  1983  ^ 

m  Call  Us.  It’s  Free!  -4 

1-800-643-3030 

At  the  1876  Inn  you  enjoy  fine  accommodations, 
dedicated  service,  an  outstanding  restaurant  and  special 
attention  for  groups. 

•  Enjoy  our  lovely  landscaping  of  spring  and  summer 
flowers  •  Relax  in  the  Jacuzzi  whirlpool  bath  •  We  are 
experienced  in  handling  groups  •  We  will  make  your 
reservations  to  the  Great  Passion  Play  and  other 
wholesome  attractions 

TroHiGu**  V^|l 

The  1876  Inn  and  Restaurant  ♦♦♦ 

Rt  1,  Box  247  /inrk.  ■ 

Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632  QBnfi? 

(501)253-7183  »♦•♦*—» 

t  Check  with  us  for  special  events  throughout  the  year. 
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Desert  creeps  into  Mali, 
brings  hunger  in  its  wake 


MOPTI,  Mali  (BP)— The  unknow¬ 
ing  visitor  could  almost  slip  through 
Mali's  Niger  delta  without  seeing  the 
hunger  there. 

But  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
Norman  and  Beverly  Coad  recognize 


By  Mary  Jane  Welch 

the  signs  of  an  ancient  culture  crip¬ 
pled  by  an  increasingly  hostile  en¬ 
vironment.  And  they  're  working  to  see 
Mali’s  hungry  people  receive  4,000 
tons  of  grain  in  the  critical  time  just 
before  harvest. 


The  drought  in  Africa  has  taken  its  toll  even  among  the  people  who  live  on  the 
water's  edge.  This  girl  in  Mali  had  grown  too  weak  to  sit  up  although  she  lives  on 
the  banks  of  the  Niger  River.  The  Bozo  people,  traditionally  Mali’s  fishermen,  Were 
once  able  to  supply  Mali  and  part  of  Burkina  Faso  with  fish.  Because  the  drought 
has  depleted  the  river,  they  now  find  it  difficult  to  feed  their  own  families.  (BP)  PHOTO 
by  Joanna  Pinneo. 


Jean  Dare,  a  Malian  farmer,  vows  he  won’t  eat  the  millet  he  holds  in  hts  lap,  the 
only  grain  he  harvested  last  year,  even  if  he  dies  He  wants  his  children  to  have  the 
seeds  to  plant  again  this  year  Dara,  a  Christian  since  1958,  says  the  other  Chris¬ 
tians’  help  is  the  only  thing  that  sustained  him  in  recent  years  of  drought.  The 
Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance  church  in  Koro  has  about  10  families  like  Dara’s 
in  critical  condition.  The  pastor  or  pastor  emeritus  try  to  check  on  those  families  each 
day  (BP)  PHOTO  by  Joanna  Pinneo. 


Hunger  in  Mali  isn’t  seen  in  the 
massive  refugee  camps  which  collect 
the  suffering  in  some  parts  of  Africa. 
Instead,  it  shows  in  the  faces  of 
families  struggling  to  survive  as  the 
desert  sand  covers  the  land  where 
their  people  have  grazed  livestock  and 
farmed  for  centuries. 

It  is  seen  in  the  face  of  Jean  Dara, 
a  farmer  who  watches  his  crops 
shrivel  as  less  and  less  rain  falls  each 
year.  Dara  clutches  an  armload  of 
millet  heads— his  entire  crop  from  the 
last  growing  season— as  he  talks  with 
his  American  visitors.  Even  if  he  dies 
from  the  hunger  and  staph  infections 
which  weaken  him,  he  will  not  eat  that 
millet.  Its  the  only  hope  his  family  has 
for  a  crop  this  year. 

Hunger  is  seen  in  the  face  of  a 
young  herdsman  who  buys  shoebox¬ 
sized  bundles  of  nutritious  peanut  hay 
for  three  cows  which  are  too  weak  to 
graze  with  the  rest  of  the  herd.  The 
men  in  his  family  spend  their  nights 
driving  the  herd  to  Koro  for  water.  The 
women  spend  days  bringing  water 
from  there  for  the  sick  cattle.  Still,  the 
herdsman  has  lost  half  his  herd  in 
each  of  the  last  three  years.  He  no 
longer  fears  death.  It  would  be  easier, 
he  says. 

Hunger  is  seen  in  the  face  of  the 
Bozo  fisherman  still  in  his  village  in 
mid-morning.  If  there  were  fish  in  the 
Niger,  he  says,  you  would  find  no  Bozo 
men  in  the  village.  They  would  be  on 
the  river,  where  he  once  caught  three 
or  four  tubs  full  of  fish  each  day 
without  traveling  past  the  next  village. 
Today,  a  good  catch  is  two  to  four 
small  fish.  The  drought  has  brought 
disaster  even  to  those  who  live  on  the 
water’s  edge. 

Throughout  the  Niger  River  delta, 
traditionally  Mali’s  breadbasket,  the 
signs  of  devastation  of  an  environ¬ 
ment  pile  up.  Three  men  bend  in  the 
broiling  sun,  attacking  the  hard 
ground  with  short  hoes.  Three  years 
of  drought  have  given  farmers  every 
reason  to  give  up.  Last  year,  some 
farmers  sowed  four  times  and  reaped 
nothing.  But  across  the  delta,  fields 
are  tilled,  ready  if  the  rains  come. 

In  Douentza,  the  people  already  are 
collecting  the  wild  fruit  they  always 
use  to  bridge  the  last  few  weeks  before 
harvest.  But  the  fruit  is  far  from  ripe, 
barely  edible.  There  will  be  none  left 
to  ripen  when  hunger  is  worst. 

Members  of  the  Christian  and  Mis¬ 
sionary  Alliance  Church  in  Koro 
used  to  reserve  one-tenth  of  their 
crops  to  give  to  the  poor.  Today,  they 
have  few  crops  to  give.  The  pastor,  one 
of  the  “big”  area  farmers,  reaped  only 
three  bags  of  peanuts  last  year.  His 
family  ate  one ;  the  other  two  are  just 
enough  to  reseed.  Half  the  6,000- 
Christians  in  the  area  have  no  seed  ex¬ 
cept  millet,  he  says. 

Huge  stacks  of  firewood  sit  in  front 
of  the  villages  lining  Mali's  only 
paved  highway.  A  truck  stops  at  one 
village  to  buy  the  wood  and  carry  it 
south  for  resale. 

The  villagers  have  formed  a  co-op, 
they  explain,  to  collect  the  wood.  It  is 
the  only  way  they  can  buy  food. 
Ironically,  in  trying  to  survive,  they 


The  future  looks  bleak  for  this  woman  camped  in  a  millet  field  outside  Koro,  Mali. 
Already  her  family  has  moved  from  its  home  near  Tombouctou  (Timbuktu)  because 
they  were  no  longer  able  to  farm  there.  In  th6  five  months  they  have  lived  outside 
Koro,  they  and  the  12  families  they  camp  with  have  lost  seven  people  to  hunger  and 
disease.  The  women  of  the  family  make  straw  mats  and  sell  them  to  buy  food  for 
the  family.  The  men  have  been  unable  to  find  work.  (BP)  PHOTO  by  Joanna  Pinneo 


strip  the  land  of  the  trees  that  hold  off 
the  desert. 

Mali's  nomadic  tribes  of  the  north 
move  south  into  more  populated  areas 
as  their  animals  die  and  they  sell  off 
other  resources.  They  go  as  far  as 
their  resources  will  take  them  and 
stop— usually  on  the  edge  of  a  town, 
a  foreign  environment  for  them. 

One  group  of  13  nomadic  families 
has  built  its  huts  in  a  millet  field  out¬ 
side  Koro.  The  owners  let  the  families 
camp  there  because  their  animals' 
dung  will  enrich  the  field.  When 
planting  time  comes,  they  will  have  to 
move  on.  Already  they  have  buried 
seven  of  their  group— a  man,  a 
woman  and  five  children— in  that 
millet  field. 

Another  camp  of  nomads  outside 
Mopti  is  so  ravaged  by  disease- 
tuberculosis,  measles,  cholera, 
leprosy,  syphillis— that  American 
visitors  head  straight  for  the  showers 
when  they  leave.  One  to  three  people 
die  every  day  in  that  camp,  an  old 
man  says.  No  one  is  allowed  to  bury 
the  dead  in  the  fertile  fields  of  Mopti. 
The  nomads  carry  their  dead  on  their 
heads  several  miles  to  the  next  town 
for  burial.  - 

As  the  old  man  spills  the  tale  of  suf¬ 
fering  he  and  other  nomads  face 
because  they  lack  ties  with  establish¬ 
ed  communities  through  which  aid  is 
channeled,  Norman  Coad  tells  them 
the  Baptist  Mission  will  be  distrib¬ 
uting  grain  in  the  area  soon.  At  least 
10  percent  of  the  grain  to  be 
distributed  through  Baptists  is  ear¬ 
marked  for  widows,  orphans  and 


migrants,  he  said. 

After  the  old  man  leaves,  one  of  the 
young  men  lingers  to  speak.  “I  hope 
you  find  something  w'hich  will  nourish 
plants,”  he  says.  “In  a  few  months.  I 
will  no  longer  be  a  human  being.  I  will 
be  a  plant." 

Coad  has  no  answer  for  him.  Know¬ 
ing  he  can’t  help  everyone  is  one  of  the 
toughest  things  about  helping  at  all. 
But  he’s  determined  not  to  be  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  problem.  He  can  t 
help  everyone,  but  he  can  help  some. 
And  because  Southern  Baptists  and 
other  evangelical  groups  distributed 
the  grain  in  a  fair  way  which  allowed 
people  to  maintain  their  dignity,  the 
evangelical  church  in  Mali  is  seeing 
a  rising  tide  of  interest  in  Christianity. 

In  Douentza,  three  men  have  come 
to  the  home  of  David  Save’s  father-in- 
law  to  greet  Coad  because  of  what  he 
has  done.  These  four  represent  the  on¬ 
ly  Christian  families  in  the  area. 

Before  last  year,  Saye’s  father-in- 
law  and  his  family  were  the  only 
Christians  in  town.  When  they  left 
their  courtyard,  they  were  insulted. 
But  because  of  last  year’s  grain 
distribution,  they’re  no  longer  insulted 
and  a  few  of  their  neighbors  have 
become  Christians. 

The  next  day,  Saye  takes  Coad  away 
just  as  he’s  about  to  sit  down  to  eat. 
Two  men  want  to  talk  with  him.  What 
they’ve  seen  of  Christianity  has  con¬ 
vinced  them  of  its  value.  They  want 
to  talk  about  becoming  Christians. 

Mary  Jane  Welch  writes  for  the 

F'nrpitfn  Miccinti  RnarH 


elect  officers 
honor  own 


Summer  help 

Editor: 

I  am  pastor  of  a  church  in 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  which  would  like  to 
have  a  youth  group  come  up  on  a  mis¬ 
sion  trip  and  do  a  Vacation  Bible 
School  Hamilton  is  a  town  of  60,000 
and  is  located  just  25  miles  north  of 
downtown  Cincinnati.  Our  church  is 
located  in  a  residential  section  and 
lias  unlimited  potential  Unfortunate¬ 
ly,  we  do  not  have  (he  people  to  staff 
and  operate  oui  own  V-BS  at  this  time 
The  group  will  also  have  other  oppor¬ 
tunity  s  to  minister  to  and  assist  our 
church  white  they  are  here.  The 
specifics  will  he  worked  oot  with  the 
group  which  will  come.  This  would  not 
require  a  large  group  A  group  of  35-50 
would  be  adequate.  If  a  group  from 
your  state  would  be  interested  in  tak 
ing  a  mission  trip  to  our  area.  I  can 
be  contacted  at  (513  )  868-7713  ( home). 
( 513 )  895-5942  ( office ) ,  or  the  address. 
We  need  to  hear  from  someone  so 
plans  can  be  made  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble.  Thank  you  for  publishing  this 
letter. 

Mark  C  Russell.  Pastor 
Southern  Hills  Baptist  Church 
<164  Rost  Hill  Drive 
Hamilton,  Ohio  45013 


from  Southwestern  Seminary  have 
been  polluted  by  this  “heretic”  since 
1969? 

Do  we  need  a  list  of  his  students  so 
that  we  may  exclude  them  from  con¬ 
sideration  in  calling  pastors  to  our 
churches? 

Patterson’s  two  most  recent  perfor¬ 
mance  reports  assumed  to  be  given 
b\  President  Di Ida >  indicate  satisfac 
tory  service— di  r!  it*  break  up  com 
pletey  "after'-  D> :  found  out  he  put 

\rkansas 


Editor 


These  two  secretaries  received  tie  votes 
in  the  first  annual  Secretary  of  the  Year 
Award  presented  by  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Secretaries’  Association  meetmq 
recently  in  Clinton  They  are  from  left  Dot 
Smith  secretary  to  the  Church  Ad  - 
ministration  Pastoral.  Ministries  Depa-t- 
ment  of  the  V  w.-s*.-pp4  Baptist  Conve; 


I  wotild  like  to  make  a  few  com¬ 
ments  about  the  current  controversy 
regarding  Dr.  Farrar  Patterson  and 
the  actions  of  the  trustees  to  retain 
him  as  a  professor  oi  preaching  1 
have  hesitated  about  saying  anything 
for  several  reasons. The  chi  one  be 
ing  1  fear  the  wrath  and  ridicule  of  hu 
moderate  "mode;,  v.  who  h  -. 
jumped  on  Dr  Patterson  like  a  dog 
.  jumps  on  meal  While  1  warni  student 
at  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
.Seminary  1  had  the  privilege  to  take 
^several  courses  under  Dr  Patterson 
He  was  a  good  teacher,  and  while  I 
was  there  he  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  preaching  professors  at 
Southwestern  1  never  heard  him  say 
anything  that  would  cause  me  to  think 
of  him  as  a  “profane”  man  I  am 
afraid  the  most  profane  thing  he  did 
was  to  talk  to  Dr  W.  O.  Vaught  about 
the  direction  Dr  Dilday  is  leading  the 


iq  a  telephone  .< 

pastor? 

i  repeat  we  pe 
in  the  dark  Wht 
paper  these  rep; 
‘•Holy  Wars. "  we 
Inquisition  hi 
answers?. 


Arc  confused  and 
.  e  see  in  our  state 
.  and  others  about 
ider  il  the  Spanish 
■gun  again  Anvj 


Harry  L.  Cole 
Ruth!  MS 


Answers  needeu 
Editor: 

We  peons  who  pay  the  bills  and  fund 
the  instituted  bureauracy,  including 
the  $53,000  annual  pensions  of  certain 
"doctors,”  need  some  answers  to  cur 
rent  questions.  —~ 

Since  Dr.  Farrar  Patterson  was 
tenured  as  preaching  professor  under 
the  administration  of  Dr.  Naylor,  why 
has  he  just  now  been  discovered  as 
incompetent? 


The  1985-86  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Secretaries’  Association 
recently  at  a  recent  .workshop  at  Camp  Garaywa  They  arc.  bom  left.  I 
associational  secretary  in  Adams  County,  secretary-treasurer.  Betty  Anne 
tist  Record  bookkeeper  second  vice  p  osident;  Nancee  Ratliff,  financ 
for  First  Church.  Tupelo,  first  vice  pre..  *  it:  and  Lillian “Carte,  pastorS 
First  Church  Long  Beach,  ptesideni 


Seven 
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The  record  indicates  he  has  held  the  ‘  gaining  control  of  our  SoutI 
position  as  professor  of  preaching  Baptist  Convention  and  the  ret 
singe  1969.  Did  he  only  recently  “threat”  of  .Jimmy  Draper  to  with! 
become  the  infidel  he  is  charged  as  Cooperative  Program  funds  ren 
being?  me  of  other  events  in  the  lift 

Has  Farrar  Patterson  always  curs-  Southern  Baptism  remen 
ed  and  ysed-ihg  vulgarities  he  is  now;  John  R..Riee  and  I  < .  Roberson 
charged  wt  V  h  so.  why  was  it  he  was  Threats  and  ini  ilationcerta 
not  reported  lo  the  trustees  and  the  are  not  rendered  ■  Ha-love  of  Ch 
president  long  before  this?  Helen  M  Johnsc 

How  many  preachers  graduating  1  on 


down  their  rhetoric  it  they  knew  him 
personally  or  if  they  knew  of  his  pro 
hiem  with  dialKileiw  J  believe  some  so 
called  “moderates’  should  moderate 
their  diatribes  and  lie  a  likHe  more 


(Continued  from  page  3) 

90  minute  sessions  (one  Sunday  alb 
noon  and  another  MonilwWAornN- 


wTTn  people  wun  Similar  goats 
situations  lo  exchange  ideas. 

Each  group  will  give  a  summ 
report  to  the  entire  body  Mon 
afternoon. 

Meeting  times  are  1-9  p  m  on  > 


Patters:) 


DISNEY  WORLD 
EPCOT—  SEA  WORLD 

in  sunny  Florida!!! 

July  15  •  19 

for  only 

$250.00  per  person 

(Visa  or  Mastercard) 

•  Lodging  at  finest  Best 
Western  Hotels 
•Tickets  for  Epcot,  Disney 
World,  Sea  World 
•  Breakfast  each  morning 
Shows  Tours 
216  S.  14th  Avenue 
Laurel.  MS  39440 
(601)  428-7257  or  729-2202 


The  healino  of  our  denomination 


nothing  we  can  -  and  should  —-do?  tiou  tan  lake  is  to  pray  fervently  an 
Are  there  no  conditions  whatsoever  to  tenaciously,  never  giving  up  until  C 
meet”  Hardly  !  God's  Spirit  never  rends  the  heavens:  TYue  consistent  in 
works  in  a  vacuum  He  does  use  his  tercession  is  the  most  difficult  e\< 
people.  What  then  is  the  human  con-  vise  we  can  engage  in.  Yet.  il  is  out 
dit ion  for  an  awakening,  if  any?  one  hope.  Only  then  will  revival  com  • 

and  only  then,' it  seemk.  will  we  have 
The  answer  to  this  fundamental  the  spiritual  vitality  to  face  our  issltes 
question  is  obviously  crucial,  and  resolve  them  And  that  is  not  an 
especially  for  Southern  Baptists  at  unreal  idealism  / 

this  time  in  our  history.  And  the 

answer  is  so  simple  —  yet  so  profound.  W'hy  not,  therefore,  gather  a  group 
The  condition?  Prayer!  Sacrificial,  in-  of  concerned,  burdened  intercessors 
cessant  intercession!  That  has  always  around  you?  They  need  not  be  many 
been  God’s  primary  plan  Every  —  they  neveh  are.  But  prayer  is  the 
revival  in  history  has  been  born  in  fer-  key.  That  simple,  yet  significant, 
vent  prayer.  Every  great  awakening  sacrificial  move  may  just  save  us. 
demonstrates  its  beginning  in  persis¬ 
tent  prayer  alone.  As  Matthew  Henry,  Owen  Cooper,  Past  President  of  the 
the  old  commentator,  put  it,  “When  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
God  is  about  to  pour  out  unusual  mer¬ 
cies,  he  sets  his  people  a-praying  ’’  *  Lewis  Drummond,  Billy  Graham 
.  Therefore,  the  best  action  you,  your  Professor  of  Evangelism.  Southern 
church,  our  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  Seminary 


t/ut  give  up  on  renewal,  rely  on  the 
arm  of  the  flesh,  and  continue  to  bear 
oar  burdens,  thinking  we  cannot  be 
renewed  until  we  meet  those  suppos¬ 
ed  conditions  whim  ■'  innot 
seemingly  do 


already  tome.  The  spiritual 
disciplines  el  I!  <  hronicles  7:1 »  an 
not  condition  for  a  true  revival;  tt.lhe 
contrary,  (hey  are  the  revival.  That  i_ 
what  'spiritual  awakening  is.  Those 
spiritual  disciplines  are  realized  on 
ly  when  a  Biblical  revival  has  already 
come.  They  do  not  bring  a  revival 
They  are  a  revival.  And  what  the 
revival  then  til  ings  is  God’s  promise 
to  “hear  from  heaven  and  forgive  their  cure  all  ills;  that  is  too  idealistic.  W'e 
sin  and  heal  their  land.“  And  that  is  must  solve  our  own  problems,  but  a 
clearly  our  need.  „  true  revival  will  put  us  in  the  spiritual 

This  confusion  of  supposed  condi-  frame  of  heart  and  mind  that  we  can 
lions  for  renewal  and  the  actual  and  will  attempt  to  solve  them.  Then 
renewal  itself  is  so  wide  spread  that  comes  God’s  promise  of  healing,  and 
it  has  actually  stifled  a  true  move  of  not  before, 
the  Holy  .Spirit.  The  reason  is,  we 

simply  cannot  bring  ourselves  —  at  Therefore,  the  question  becomes: 
least  so  it -seems  —  to  perform  these  Does  God  then  just  arbitrarily  send  an 
spiritual  disciplines;  so  we  despair,  all  awakening  when  He  wishes?  Is  there 
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Living  Christ  lifted  her  from 
banana  crate  to  mission  field 


— - - Devotional - 

Saying  yes  to  children 


By  Marty  Croll 

When  Jesus  Christ  lived,  died  for  her  sins 
Berta  Sosa  was  a  baby,  she  spent  her  and  rose  from  the  dead  to  offer  her 
.  days  lying  on  shredded  paper  inside  abundant  life.  But  she  said  to  herself. 
Let  the  children  come  to  me;  do  not  hinder  them  . ,  .  (Mark  10:13-16).  a  banana  crate  in  the  back  of  a  flat 
My  earliest  anxiety  as  a  father  was  the  fear  that  I  would  fail  to  discipline 
my  children  soon  enough  and  often  enough.  1  worried  that  I  would  not  be  able 
to  say  “No." 

|BP**2**^B|  Of  course,  that  was  a  legitimate  worry.  A  lot  of  parents 
define  love  as  setting  no  limits  and  denying  no  desires. 

Mg  Think  of  mothers  who  push  food  on  their  overweight 

m  children ;  of  fathers  who  buy  their  offspring  whole  room- 


it,  and  my  mother  always  said,  ‘You 
are  too  mature,  anyway.’  ” 

At  16,  Sosa  attended  a  Christian 
‘That  can’t  be.  He  (the  preacher)  youth  congress  in  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
bed  truck  while  her  migrant-worker  doesn’t  know  what  he’s  talking  about,  when  she  believes  God  deposited  a 
parents  tended  the  fields.  This  Jesus  is  dead.  He  hasn’t  seen  sense  of  the  world’s  needs  into  her 

‘That  truck  was  sort  of  like  a  home  what  I’ve  seen.  I  saw  him  (on  a  heart.  She  responded  to  a  call  for 
for  me  as  a  child,”  the  newly  ap-  crucifix),  and  he  looked  dead  to  me.”  Christian  workers.  But  when  she 
pointed  Southern  Baptist  missionary  She  and  her  mother  began  to  attend  found  out  what  a  missionary  was,  she 
said  during  a  recent  break  in  orien-  the  Baptist  church  together.  Soon  they  backed  off.  “I  knew  I  could  never  be 
tation  at  the  Cauthen  Missionary  accepted  Christ  as  their  living  Savior,  a  missionary  to  another  country.  I 
Learning  Center  in  Rockville,  Va.  Sosa  saw  her  mother  happy  for  the  didn’t  even  have  the  education,”  she 
Migrant  work  was  about  all  Sosa  first  time.  said, 

knew  until  Christ  began  leading  her  Though  her  family  —  all  of  whom  “I  thought  if  I  didn’t  think  about  it 
on  another  journey.  became  Christians  —  remained  at  all,  the  call  to  be  a  missionary 

Soon  she,  her  husband,  Manuel,  and  migrant  workers,  Sosa  began  believ-  would  go  away  and  disappear 
their  three  children  will  be  moving  to  ing%nd  praying  for  things  in  her  life  somewhere,”  she  said.  But,  instead, 
Colombia  as  missionaries.  Redirect  to  change.  ‘There  were  many  ques--  she  found  herself  praying,  “asking  the 
a  seminary  extension  program  and  tions  in  my  mind,”  she  said.  “But  I  Lord  to  help  me  understand  this  feel- 
she’U  work  among  Baptist  churches  knew  that  Jesus  was  living  in  my  ing  I  couldn’t  shake.” 
and  at  the  Baptist  seminary  in  the  heart.”  With  only  a  sixth-grade  education 

city  of  Cali.  Born  Berta  Acevedo  in  a  Spanish-  and  no  funds,  Sosa  began  to  prepare 

Born  into  a  Catholic  family,  Sosa  speaking  section  of  Elsa,  Texas,  Sosa  for  a  better  life.  At  19,  with  her 
was  10  years  old  when  she  became  in-  was  the  second  of  nine  children.  She  parents’  help,  she  attended  the  Mex* 
trigued  by  the  color  and  shape  of  the  spent  most  of  her  younger  years  in  or  ican  Baptist  Institute  in  San  Antonio. 
Mexican  Baptist  Church  in  Muleshoe,  near  her  Mexican  grandfather’s  Later  she  attended  a  business  school 
Texas.  “The  church  I  went  to  was  truck,  a  flatbed  with  wood  and  canvas  in  Corpus  Christi.  While  working  as  a 
white,  and  this  church  was  more  like  covering  the  back.  Her  grandfather  volunteer  youth  minister  in  1971  in 
a  big  office  building.  It  was  lime  col-  used  it  to  transport  migrant  families  Alto  Frio,  Texas,  she  met  Manuel, 
ored,  and  I  wondered.  Why  does  it  from  the  camps  Where  they  stayed  to  They  married  four  months  later,  two 
look  so  funny?’  ’’  the  fields,  then  on  to  new  jobs.  days  before  Christmas.  She  figured 

Curiosity  pushed  her  inside,  though  The  young  girl  never  felt  like  a  starting  a  family  would  end  the  mis- 
her  mother  and  grandmother  had  child.  “I  guess  you  could  say  I  was  se-  sionary  thoughts  once  and  for  all. 
warned  her  against  it.  ‘The  thing  that  cond  mother  to  seven  others,”  she  But  after  five  years  of  marriage  her 
caught  my  eye  when  I  went  in  was  the  said.  “I  was  a  baby  and  then  I  was  an  husband,  a  high  school  band  director, 
preacher  was  standing  in  front  and  I  adult.  I  can  only  remember  having  told  Sosa  he  knew  God  was  asking  him 
could  understand  what  he  was  say-  one  doll  in  my  whole  life,  and  that  was  to  change  direction.  He  came  home 
*n8  ”  when  I  was  10  years  old.  It  was  given  one  evening  and  told  Sosa  he  had 

For  the  first  time  she  heard  that  to  another  child  because  she  wanted  resigned.  “I  said.  ‘What  do  vou  mean*’ 


discuss  some  personal  problems! 


Why  my  mother  is  special  to  me 


•She  bakes  cookies  and  cakes.  Jonathan  Foster,  age  3. 

•She  buys  chocolate  milk,  peanut  butter,  jelly  and  things  I  like. 

Ryan  Rodgers,  age  4. 

•Because  I  love  her.  Hillary  Jackson,  age  5. 

•She  helps  me  babysit  William.  She  helps  me  get  dressed.  Rebecca 
Waldrop,  age  6. 

•Roses  are  red,  violets  are  blue,  sugar  is  sweet  and  I  love  you.  Ashley 
Tutor,  first  grade. 

•She  makes  my  bed,  cleans  up  my  mess,  helps  me  with  homework,  she 
.  loves  me,  I  love  her.  Paige  Foster,  second  grade 

•She  cooks  my  food,  she  is  loving,  she  helps  me  with  homework,  she 
drives  me  places  she  takes  care  of  me  when  I  am  sick,  she  does 
my  dirty  dishes,  she  washes  my  clothes.  Martin  Rodgers,  fourth 
grade. 

•She  takes  care  of  me,  she  loves  me.  When  I  am  sick  she  loves  on  me 
and  makes  me  better.  When  I’m  mad  she  calms  me  down.  Monica 
Robinson,  fifth  grade. 

•She  cares  about  me  and  loves  me  and  does  a  lot  of  things  for  me.  She 
is  helping  me  to  grow  up  the  way  I  should.  She  is  always  there 
when  I  need  her  and  I  love  her  for  every  bit  of  it.  She  is  the 
greatest  mom  anyone  could  have.  Mignon  Montgomery,  sixth 
grade. 

—Clipped  from  the  bulletin  of  First  Church,  Pontotoc. 


Our  second  mother 

There  are  a  lot  of  ladies  in  this  big  woMd,  I  know, 


But  one  is  very  special ;  each  day  she  proved  it  so. 


She  was  our  bus  driver  for  lo  and  many  a  year; 

But  each  year  we  grew  to  love  her  more  (she  was  so  dear). 

So  patient  and  kind  was  she,  and,  believe  me,  very  bold. 

For  a  lot  was  said  and  done  on  those  buses  that  parents  were  never  told. 
We  lived  our  lives  outside  the  home  and  inside  the  bus 
As  on  to  school  we’d  go  —  all  the  noise  we  made  —  but  she’d  never  make 
a  fuss. 

She  watched  us  as  we’d  come  and  go  to  school  each  day. 

She  guided  and  protected  us  as  we  traveled  on  our  way. 

For  each  of  us  she  had  a  place  deep  within  her  heart. 

There  she  kept  us  day  by  day;  she  helped  us  get  a  start. 

Some  of  us  are  big  young’uns  now; 

But  one  thing  we’ll  never  outgrow  — 

A  lady  who  meant  the  world  to  us  (and  how) 

As  up  life’s  road  we  trod  and  as  on  in  life  we  go. 

—Ruby  (Doty)  Merchant 
Jackson 


Baylor  has  $272 
million  in  assets 

WACO,  Texas  (BP)  —  Baylor 
University  officials  have  announced 
the  five-year  campaign  to  increase  net 
assets  by  1100  million,  begun  in 
January  1980,  has  been  surpassed  by 
$27  million. 

The  project  was  labeled  “Profile 
’85"  concluded  in  January  1985. 

Baylor’s  get  assets  now  stand  at 
more  than  $272  million.  Approximate¬ 
ly  7,000  donors  contributed  to  “Profile 
’85.”  More  than  22,000  gifts  were 
received  during  the  five-year 
campaign. 


Mama  remembered 


This  daisy  bright  May  day 
my  thoughts  begin  to  stray. 
Remembering  Mama,  I  forget  all  pain 
become  a  small  child  again. 

Pulling  at  her  apron  strings, 

I  ask  about  a  million  things. 


When  Mama  bakes  an  extra  pone  of  bread, 

I  know  a  hungry  tramp  will  soon  be  fed 

As  Mama  helps  my  Grandma  piece  quilt  scraps, 
A  warmth  slips  over  me  like  soft  mink  wraps. 

While  Mama’s  fingers  smooth  my  fevered  brow. 

I  hear  her  whisper,  -You’re  better  now.” 


I  see  Mama’s  hands  mixing  biscuit  dough, 
hear  her  clear  voice  singing  “Sweet  and  Low. 


I  look  at  Mama  rocking,  Bible  in  her  lap, 
reading  Psalms,  then  nodding  in  a  cat  nap. 
Remembering  Mama,  hbw  can  I  measure  love? 
It  is  a  blessing  from  Above. 

—Eunice  Barnes 
Pascagoula _ 


My  eyes  find  Mama  washing  my  pink  voile  dress 
Those  mud  pies  had  really  left  quite  a  mess. 

I  follow  Mama  picking  butterbeans 
to  play  in  a  green  leafy  tent  that  leans. 


a  sound.  —  Pedro  Calderon 


fy  a/isi#  m&  ai&ui/r&f 

Mama’s  cookbook 
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Support,  ‘grief  greet 
statement  by  Parks 


She  riseth  also  while  it  is  yet  night, 
and  giveth  meat  to  her  household 
(Proverbs  31:15). 

Mama  has  given  me  lots  of  birthday 
and  anniversary  and  Christmas  gifts, 
but  one  I  like  best  is  her  original 
cookbook.  I  like  it  because  it  has  the 
recipes  that  she  has  always  used 
most,  and  that  I  have  eaten  at  her 
table  many  times.  Then  I  value  it  too 
because  she  poured  much  of  her  time 
and  personality  into  it. 

Several  years  ago  she  wrote  these 
recipes  on  notebook  paper,  by  hand, 
with  pen  and  ink.  Then  she  bound 
them  inside  a  folder  and  gave  them  to 
me  for  Christmas.  She  also  made  a 
similar  one  for  my  sister,  Betty,  and 
her  daughters,  Luann  and  Karen.  It 
must  have  taken  her  nearly  every 
night,  all  fall!  No  amount  of  money 
could  buy  such  a  gift. 

First,  there  are  two  pages  of  her 
favorite  menus.  Then  come  instruc¬ 
tions  on  how  to  prepare  fresh 
vegetables,  vegetable  soup,  chicken 
soup.  Meats,  pies,  cookies,  and  cakes 
follow,  plus  her  own  special  way  of 
preparing  cheese  and  spaghetti. 

In  the  margin,  she  occasionally*" 
wrote  a  comment  —  “Daddy’s 
favorite”  —  by  the  egg  custard  or 
“good  filling”  by  the  chocolate  cake. 

Because  I  cherish  the  book  so 
much,  I  have  tried  to  handle  it  with 
especial  care  —  but  I  have  used  it  a 
lot.  It  does  have  water  stains,  grease 
spots,  and  flour  smears  here  and 
there!  I  really  need  to  have  the  pages 
laminated.  Here  are  two. 

Chicken  with  dressing 
Boil  a  hen  or  large  fryer  size 
chicken  for  about  45  to  50  minutes. 


(Add  1  tablespoon  salt.  Cover  chicken 
with  water  and  cook  in  pressure 
cooker. ) 

Dressing  ;  Cook  a  pan  of  egg  bread 
or  corn  bread.  Crumble  this  up.  Add 
a  few  biscuits  if  desired.  Pour  enough 
of  the  chicken  broth  over  this  to  soften. 
Add  two  or  three  beaten  eggs  and  one 
or  more  medium  onions.  Add  butter 
to  the  mixture  and  milk  if  necessary 
to  thin  the  batter.  Add  black  pepper  if 
desired.  Pour  into  greased  pans  or 
skillet  and  cook  until  brown. 

Giblet  gravy:  Use  1  cupful  of  the 
chicken  broth,  1/2  cup  milk,  and  1 
tablespoon  butter.  Add  a  little  of  the 
uncooked  batter  to  this  to  thicken,  or 
either  a  little  flour.  Chip  up  the 
chicken  liver  and  one  boiled  egg,  and 
add.  Boil  for  a  few  minutes. 

Lemon  cheese  cake 

(This  one  she  probably  inherited 
from  her  mother.  I  have  never  been 
able  to  understand  why  it’s  called 
lemon  cheese,  when  it  contains  no 
cheese! ) 

3/4  cup  shortening;  14  cup  sugar 
plus  1/3  cup;  3  teaspoons  baking 
powder;  24  cups  flour;  1  cup  milk; 
5  egg  whites. 

Cream  shortening  and  sugar  until 
light.  Sift  flour,  baking  powder,  and 
pinch  of  salt.  Add  dry  ingredients  to 
the  creamed  mixture,  gradually  with 
milk.  Beat  egg  whites,  adding  1/3  cup 
sugar.  Fold  this  into  batter.  Bake  in 
two  layers  in  350  degree  oven. 

Filling:  Thke  5  egg  yolks,  beaten, 
and  add  1  cup  sugar,  juice  of  two 
lemons,  and  1/2  stick  butter.  Cool  un¬ 
til  thick.  Cool,  beat,  and  spread  on 
layers. 

Thanks  again.  Mama!  And  Happy 
Mother’s  Day  next  Sunday! 


Church  secretaries  form 
national  association 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  More 
than  600  secretaries  meeting  in 
Nashville  for  the  third  annual  church 
secretaries  conference  have  voted  to 
form  a  National  Association  of 
Southern  Baptist  Secretaries 
(NASBS). 

Participants  from  32  states  agreed 
the  organization  would  encourage  in¬ 
dividual  growth  and  professional  ex¬ 
cellence,  provide  encouragement  and 
fellowship,  offer  training  oppor¬ 
tunities,  and  provide  spiritual 
enrichment. 

The  recent  meeting  represented  the 
greatest  number  of  Southern  Baptist 
secretaries  ever  assembled,  accor¬ 
ding  to  conference  coordinator  Lucy 
Hoskins,  who  recently  retired  from 
the  Sunday  School  Board’s  church  ad¬ 
ministration  department. 

Membership  in  the  organization 
will  be  composed  of  secretaries  and 
other  office  personnel  in  Southern 
Baptist  churches,  denominational  and 
related  offices.  Associate  member¬ 
ships  will  be  offered  to  secretaries  in 
other  denominations  who  will  be 


given  full  membership  privileges  but 
cannot  be  elected  national  officers. 

Peggy  Trotter,  Columbia  Baptist 
Church,  Falls  Church,  Va.,  was 
elected  president. 


Union  idea  dropped 

NEW  YORK,  N  Y.  <EP)  -  After  six 
years  of  preliminary  talks, 
ecumenicists  in  two  mainline  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations  have  decided  their 
members  are  not  ready  for  “a  binding 
commitment  to  become  one  church." 

A  joint  committee  of  the  New  York- 
based-1. 7  million  member  United 
Church  of  Christ  (UCC)  and  the  1.8 
million  member  Indiana-based  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  has 
dropped  the  idea  of  church-union 
negotiations  in  the  near  future.  In¬ 
stead,  the  committee  proposes  an 
“ecumenical  partnership”  providing 
some  opportunities  for  joint  worship, 
mission  programs,  and  theological 
study.  ' 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  Ex- 
1  pressions  of  support  and  “grief”  have 
greeted  statements  by  R.  Keith  Parks, 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  that  he  will 
not  support  incumbent  SBC  President 
Charles  Stanley  for  reelection. 

Parks  said  April  19  he  will  not  sup¬ 
port  the  reelection  of  Stanley,  whom 
he  said  has  shown  “minimal”  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  convention  and  in 
support  of  the  denominational  unified 
program  of  financial  support,  the 
Cooperative  Program. 

Parks  said  when  threats  to  withhold 
funds  or  to  reduce  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  contributions  are  made  “the 
missionaries  are  the  ones  becoming 
hostage  to  the  conflict  and  the  lost  of 
the  world  are  the  losers.” 

Stanley,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Atlanta,  told  Baptist  Press  : 
“It  is  most  unfortunate  that  Dr.  Parks 
would  drag  our  Foreign  Mission 
Board  into  the  present  conflict  in  our 
denomination. 

“There  are  no  organized  efforts 
against  or  attacks  being  made  upon 
the  Cooperative  Program  or  our 
foreign  mission  program.  In  fact, 
Cooperative  Program  funds  are 
higher  than  ever  before.  We  are  right 
on  target,”  he  said,  adding  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Atlanta  has  doubled  CP 
giving  to  $250,000  per  year. 

Stanley  said  he  believes  the  action 
of  First  Church,  Atlanta  in  “doubling” 
contributions,  “has  encouraged  other 
*  churches  to  give  to  the  Cooperative 
Program.” 

Former  SBC  President  James  T. 
Draper  Jr.,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Euless,  Ttexas,  noted  he  was 
“saddened”  by  Parks’  comments. 

"Remarks  I  made  several  weeks 
ago  seem  to  be  hinted  at  in  his  state¬ 
ment,”  Draper  said,  alluding  to  an  ad¬ 
dress  he  made  at  the  Baptist  Public 
Relations  Association,  in  which  he 
said  the  Cooperative  Program  could 
collapse  and  thousands  of  churches 
might  withdraw  financial  support  if 
Stanley  is  defeated  by,  what  he  call¬ 
ed,  a  massive  effort  led  by  denomina¬ 
tional  executives. 

At  that  time,  Draper  responded  to 
a  question  by  saying  his  church  might  j 
escrow  CP  funds  in  an  attempt  to 
"force  people  to  sit  down  and  adopt  a 
strategy  to  resolve  our  problems.” 

Following  Parks’  statement,  Draper 
told  Baptist  Press,  “My  remarks  were  ! 
intended  to  cause  us  to  move  forward  ! 
in  our  world  mission  enterprise;  not  j 
to  dismantle  it.  I  regret  he  ( Parks ) 
has  interpreted  it  otherwise.  My 
statements  were  made  out  of  a  con¬ 
text  of  concern  because  salaried 
denominational  people  are  leading-jr  1 
massive  campaign  against  4  par¬ 
ticular  president.” 

Adrian  Rogers,  SBC  president  in 
1979-80,  and  pastor  of  Bellevue  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Memphis,  said,  “I  am 
deeply  grieved  by  the  statement.  I  feel 
Keith  Parks  has  a  heartbeat  for  mis¬ 
sions,  but  I  think  he  has  gone  180 
degrees  in  the  wrong  direction, 

“A  firm  belief  in  Scripture  is  not  an 
enemy  of  missionary  enterprise.  The 
demise  of  a  great  missionary  church 
or  convention  is  rooted  in  and  grows 
from  liberal  theology,”  Rogers  said. 


By  Dan  Martin 

He  disagreed  with  Parks'  statement 
there  is  no  drift  toward  liberalism  in 
the  SBC,  by  noting:  “It  (liberalism) 
is  there  and  it  is  clearly  documented.” 

William  G.  Thnner,  president  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  did  not  say  who 
will  get  his  vote  for  SBC  president,  but 
did  agree  with  Parks'  assessment  of 
the  effect  of  the  current  controversy 
on  missions. 

“Regardless  who  is  elected  presi¬ 
dent  .  .  .  both  the  denomination  and 
the  Kingdom  of  God  will  be  the  loser 
if  the  focus  is  on  politics  instead  of  on 
missions  and  evangelism,  which  I  feel 
is  the  reason  for  the  existence  of  our 
convention,”  Tanner  said. 

“It  is  incumbent  upon  the  conven¬ 
tion  president  to  take  the  initiative 
and  provide  the  leadership,  not  just  in 
word,  but  also  in  deed,  if  Southern 
Baptists  are  to  be  reconciled,  know 
peace  in  the  convention  and  center  on 
reaching  a  lost  world  for  Christ,”  Tan¬ 
ner  added. 

This  must  be  demonstrated  by  the 
president,  said  Tanner,  first  by 
balance  in  his  convention  appoint¬ 
ments.  in  the  way  he  conducts  conven¬ 
tion  business;  by  his  example  in 
leading  his  church  in  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  giving,  and  in  participation  in 
denominational  life. 

Randall  Lolley,  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary,  Wake  Forest, 
N.C.,  said  he  “hopes  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists,  hearing  Dr.  Parks  pour  out  his 


soul,  will  see  the  issue  really  is  the 
dismantling  of  missions,  education 
and  benevolences  by  people  who  seem 
not  to  have  that  as  part  of  their  agen¬ 
da.” 

Roy  Lee  Honeycutt,  president  of 
Southern  Seminary.  Louisville,  K>\, 
told  Baptist  Press,  "Now  is  the  time 
for  leadership  which  has  lived  our 
Southern  Baptist  heritage,  supports 
our  cooperative  mission,  and  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  healing  the  wound  that  is 
hemorrhaging  the  life  from  our  con¬ 
vention.” 

Honeycutt  added,  "the  question 
must  be:  ‘When  all  of  this  is  over,  will 
there  be  a  place  in  the  SBC  for  all  of 
us?’  The  leaders  since  1979  have  said 
no,  but  the  leaders  we  elect  in  1985 
must  say  yes  to  the  whole  family  of 
Southern  Baptists.” 

Russell  H.  Dilday  Jr.,  president  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  said  the  comment  from  Parks 
“helped  clarify  the  fact  that  the  issue 
in  the  convention  confrontation  is  not 
theological  liberalism. 

“The  issue,”  said  Dilday,  “is 
whether  Baptists  will  continue  to  be 
a  body  of  autonomous  churches  united 
in  our  biblical  faith,  engaging  in 
cooperative  efforts,  or  will  we  be  a 
group  of  independent  churches  sup¬ 
porting  our  favorite  programs  with 
designated  support  in  the  old  society 
method.” 

Martin  is  Baptist  Press  news  editor. 


•f/y// l\W VO 
✓V  ///  / 1  WWW 


No.  1  in  a  series  of  10 


Bundle  of  joy 


“There  may  be  a  bundle  of  joy  in  your  future!"  promised  the  giant 
billboard  Beneath  the  slogan  was  a  stack  of  $1,000  bills.  Greenbacks. 
Cash  on  the  barrelhead  Money  in  the  bank.  A  bundle  of  joy! 

This  particular  billboard  was  advertising  a  state  lottery.  As  instant 
millionaries  crop  up  around  the  country,  such  lotteries  are  growing  in 
popularity.  At  last,  anyone  stands  a  chance  to  win  his  own  bundle  of  joy. 
After  all,  what’s  more  exciting  than  the  possibility  of  overnight  wealth? 
Our  fascination  with  quick  money  explains  the  boast,  T  made  a  kill¬ 
ing”  or  “He  sure  made  a  bundle  on  that  deal." 

Wouldn’t  it  be  great  if  the  government  would  just  skip  the  lotteries, 
invest  in  presses,  and  print  millions  for  everyone?  What  a  grand  give¬ 
away.  W’hat  exciting  dreams  would  come  true!  And  we  could  all  live  hap¬ 
pily  ever  after! 

However,  life’s  not  that  simple.  In  our  saner  moments,  we  know  that 
getting  and  keeping  are  not  the  magic  keys  of  happiness.  The  abundant 
life  is  also  the  giving  life.  The  overflow  counts  more  than  the  in  flow. 
As  Jesus  said.  “A  man’s  life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things 
which  he  possesseth”  (Luke  12:15). 

“Planned  Growth  in  Giving,”  a  15-year  Southern  Baptist  emphasis,  is 
everything  a  lottery  isn’t.  It  has  to  do  with  what’s  lasting  and  satisfying 
in  life.  It  springs  from  a  spiritual  heartbeat  It  centers  on  the  individual 
It's  life  at  its  best.  Contact  Davfd  Michel  in  the  state  stewardship  depart¬ 
ment  for  more  details.  • 

PLANNED  GROWTH  IN  GIVING 
“More  than  a  slogan  —  bigger  than  a  program" 


found 


in  ‘unbelievable’  events 


that  Thomas  Winn,  former!}  mini.' ter 

ot  youth,  now  associate  pastor.  R  Bk  KjLl 

K.  I /union,  II  is  pastor  ' 

r"  Johnson 

126,  Booneville,  M 
C  olonial  Heights  728-5030  or  (600  : 
_  /  ^  ('hiirch,  Jackson. 

called  Jerry  Spires 
§  "*■)*.  as  business  ad- 

J  istrator  He  re- 

”  cently  returned 

from  Blantyre, 

Malawi.  Atrica,  as 
business  admin- 
istrator  and  treas- 
Spires  urer  for  the  Bap¬ 

tist  mission  in  Malawi.  Due  to  family 
illness  he  will  not  be  able  to  return  to 
the  mission  field  Spires  is  married  to 
the  former  Joyce  Milner,  and  they 
have  two  children.  J.  Gerald  Harris  is 


on  it. 

” .  a  check  of  alumni  r 


lunch  when  they  heard  an  explosion 
and  their  electricity  went  off. 
Firemen  arrived  quickly  and  brought 
the  fire  under  control.  Closed  doors 
prevented  it  I  t  om  spreading  beyond, 
that  part  of  the  apartment.  Firemen 
speculate  the  lire  Was  caused  by  a 
faulty  table  lamp  cord.  The  heat  from 
the  fire  caused  the  explosion,  which 
blew'  out  a  window  in  the  bedroom. 

The  Hales  lost  family  photos  and 
Kristy’s  clothing  and  bedroom 
furniture. 

April  10  had  been  Hales  birthday, 
and  according  to  Southern  Baptist 
press  representative  Karen  Quimby  in 
Spain.  "The  Hales  feel  like  the  prayers 
ol  fellow  Baptists  .  .  helper!  prevent 
what,  could  have  been  a  greater 


Increase  u.Jr  giving 
urges  Owen  Cooper 


accepted  the 
and  Harmony 


James  GarnCi 
pastorates  of  Edge: 
churches,  Attala  C 


Center  Ridge  Chura.ii  Yazoo  Coun¬ 
ty)  has  called  Harvey  Bryan  Abel  as 
pastor.  Abel  recently  resigned  the 
pastorate  of  Grace  Church. 
Vicksburg.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Bap¬ 
tist  Bible  Institute.  Graceville.  Fla. 
Abel  and  his  w'ife.  the  :ormer  Travie 
Mae  Morrison,  are  the  parents  of  five 
children.  Center  E  ige  welcomed 
them  with  a  reno'-stlon  of  the 
pastorium  and  an  c  :  fashion  “poun- 


B\  Craig  Bird 

LOUISVILLE.  Miss.  ( BP)— The  last  Cooper  urged  “every  Southern  Bap 

layman  to  be  president  of  the  tist”  to  read  Cooperation :  The  Baptist 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  asking  Way  To  A  Loot  World,  by  Cecil  and 
churches  to  resist  suggestions  they  Susan  Ray  and  encouraged  “every 
cut  mission  giving  and  increase  their 
contributions  through  the  Cooperative 
Program. 

Owen  Cooper,  a  -member  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Yazoo  City.  Mi¬ 
ami  president  of  the  SBC  foi  tv  » 
terms  1973-75,  spoke  to  the  sprit;:' 
meeting  of  the  Winston  County  B«p- 
tist  Association  in  Louisville.  'Miss.. 

April  15 

“I  speak  as  one  tormer  Southern 
baptist  Convention  president  who 
urges  you  not  to  withhold  money  from 
the  Cooperative  Program— but- rather 
you  dispatch  your  money  regularly 
and  promptly,  also  that  you  not 
decrease  Cooperative  Program  givim 
but  rather  that  you  increase  it  pi 
gressively  over  the  years  to  come 
He  was  responding  to  recent 
remarksby  the  three  immediate  pa-“ 
presidents -of  the  SBC  concerning  ti 
Cooperative  Program,  the  voluntar 
national  unified  budget  ot  the  SB< 

Iti  1979.  the  same  year  the  on-g<  >. ; 
controversy  within  the  SBC  broki 
to  th*r  public  eye.  the  SBC  iormai 
embarked  on  Bold  Mission  Thru  s' 
an  evangelistic  effort  with  the  statu 
goal  of  presenting  the  message  ot 
Jesus  Christ  to  every  human  m  the 
world  by  the  year  2000 
“Launching  Bold  Mission  Thru  : 
was  one  ot  the  most  audacious  plans 
ever- announced  in  the  history 
Christianity”  Cooper  said.  “For  the 
first  time  a  group  of  Christians  said 
"we-  wih  establish  a  time  frame  in 
w'hich  a  effort  will  be  made  to  full ii! 
the  Gi  <t  Commission. 


Brookway  (Lincoln),  ha 
Martin  Chastain  as  pastor. 


llarrisvilleChuii 
called  Glen  Schi 
pastor.  Schilling  is 
sions  for  Simpson 


come  Knot 


Kendrick  Church  (Alcorn  Mias  call¬ 
ed  Ray  Morton  as  pastor  Morton  will 
graduate  from  Blue  Mountain  College 
in  May.  He  has  previously  served  as 
interim  pastor  of  Chalybeate  Church 
(Tippah).  Morton  and  his  wife 
Melanie  began  their  ministry  at  Ken¬ 
drick  April  7 


Hobbs  to  teach 
"'Baptist  Faith 

and  Message” 


Lyndle  l>avis  ha- . 
pastor  of  Shiloh  C 
Davis  goes  to  Shiloh 
Church,  Tupelo  He 
former  Barbara  Cl: 
have  two  grown  cl.. 


WACO,  Texas  (BP)  —  Baylor 
University  trustees  have  formally 
withdrawn  the  $24  million  bond  issue 
proposal  presented  to  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas  in  late 
1984. 

The  bond  issue  plan  had  not  been 
eonsiderecLby  the  BGCT  executive 
committee  although  it  had  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  administrative 
committee.  y"‘  . 

The  financing  plan  would  have 
helped  fund  the  construction  and 
renovation  of  several  buildings  m- 
c'uding  the  propose* i  $13  5  million 
special  events  center. 

The  action  was  taken  as  the  result 
of  a  33-page  legal  opinion  received  in 
February  from  the  Fulbright  and 
Jaworski  law  firm  in  Houston  The 
report  raised  legal  questions  re¬ 
garding  the  use  of  federal  funds  for 
buildings  that  would  be  used,  in  part, 
for  religious  purposes,  such  as  hosting 
the  annual  Baptist  General  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Tbxas,  student  revivals,  or 
other  religious  meetings 


Herschel  Hobbs,  pastor  emeritus. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Oklahoma  City, 

Qkla.,  and  author  of  The  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message,  will  teach  his  book  in  a 
one-dav  training  seminar  sponsored 
bv  the  Sunday  School  and  Church 
Training  organizations  of  Hinds- 
Madison  Association  on  Saturday, 

May  It 

Hobbs  has  written  many  books.  He  LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  RmssvII  Pit 
is  known  to  many  for, his  commentary  day,  president  of  Southw  estern 
on  Life  and  Work  Sunday  School  Seminary,  is  scheduled  to  deliver the 
lessons  commencement  address  at  Southern 

The  seminar  wall  begin  at  9  a  m.  Baptist  Seminary’s  155th  graduation 
and  conclude  at  1:30  p  m.  Lunch  wall  exercises  May  24  Approximately  320 
be  served  at  11  1'ickets  for  the  lunch  graduates  will  receive  diplomas-  The 
will  he  on  sale  the  day  of  the  study  commencement  will  be  in  Alumni 
from  8:30 until  9  a  m.  at  Alta  Woods  Chapel  on  the  seminary  campus 
Church.  108  Colonial  Drive,  Jackson,  beginning  at  10  a  m. 
the  host  church  for  the  meeting. 

Books  w  ill  also  be  available  at  the 
meeting 

“Other  churches  in  other  associa¬ 
tions  are  invited  and  encouraged  to  at¬ 
tend  the  meeting.'’  said  James 
Webster,  ot  the  liinds-Madison  staff. 

North  Greenwood  Church  will 

State  gilts  Lon  Mav  w 

cz  anniversary. 

.  11  This  will  be  homecoming  day.  The 

SlclV  cllltrclG  former  pastors  will  be  there  Walter 

Yeldell,  who  retired  January  1,  will 
(Continued  from  page  3)  preach  the  sermon  at  the  11  a  m. 

crease  of  $499,427  over  that  of  April  service. 

1984.  Former  staff  members  are  to  be  in- 

Each  of  the  four  months  of  1985  have  vited.  The  musicians  for  the  day  will 
brought  injnore  than  a  million  dollars  include  ministers  of  music  who  have 
to  Southern  Baptist  causes.  The  led  in  the  past 
Cooperative  Program  is  a  channel  A  covered  dish  dinner  “on  Mhe 
through  W'hich  voluntary  gifts  from  grounds”  will  follow  the  preaching 
Southern  Baptist  churches  go  to  service.  A  music  program  will  cap  off 
Southern  Baptist  causes  in  Mississip-  the  time  of  fellowship  and  reunion 
pi  and  around  the  world.  after  the  dinner. 


five  <y  1st’ set 

James  F.  Smith  is  available  for  in 
terim  pastorate,  and  preaching.  He 
may  be  reached  by  writing  him  at  119 
Richland  St..  Richland,  Miss.,  19218  or 
by  culling  him  at  (601)  392-5478. 


iR  MORE: 
•  SION  PI, At 
Ml  tickets, 
•  I  meals  at 
hi  Resort: 
.  ;>»  s  for  just 

“i  IK.  to(^  ! 


GROUPS  Oh 
Famous  GRE.YI 
package  im-lmii 
lodging,  swimini 
Keller’s  Country 
Eureka  Springs 
$2(1  each!  Call  50 


CHURCH  Pl-:w 
Manufactured  in 
free  estimate  coni 
Brothers.  P.  o.  IP* 
Miss.  39301.  Situ 
(601 )  693-U51. 


North  Greemvo 
will  celebrate 
30th  anniversai 


PANAMA  CITY  1 
— *•  near  beach,  t*-i 
pool.  Completed  i 
cd  by  Christian 
793-6375;  792-17(M. 


II  CONDO 
swimming 
lshcd.  Own- 
uple.  (203) 


>ippi  Baptist  activities 

Baptist  Children's  Village  Mother's  Day  Offering 

Better  Biblical  Preaching  and  Worship;  Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo; 

9  a  m. -4  p.m.  (CAPM  i 

Associational  Officers  Interpretation  Meeting;  Alta  Woods  BC, 
Jackson;  9:30  a  m. -3  p.m.  (PD) 

Better  Biblical  Preaching  and  Worship;  Central  BC,  McComb; 
9  a  m. -4  p  m.  (CAPM) 

Better  Biblical  Preaching  and  Worship;  MorriSon  Heights  BC, 
Clinton;  9  a.m.-4  p.m.  (CAPM) 

Retreaf-for  Mentally  Retarded,  Parents  &  Leaders;  Camp 
Garaywa;  5  p  m,,  17th-4  p  m.,  18th  (SS) 

Small  Sunday  School  Conference;  Hebron  BC,  Sardis;  7  p.m., 
17th-10:30  a  m.  18th  (SS) 

Prison  and  Jail  Ministry  Consultation;  Parchman  Equipping 
Center;  9:30  a.m..  17th-Noon,  18th  (CoMi) 

Adult  Campcraft  Training  Conference;  Central  Hills  Retreat, 
9  a  m. -4  p  m  (BRO) 


FOR  SALE:  Fourteen  14  foot  co¬ 
lonial  en<J  oak  P1A\  >  with  maroon 
reversible  cushions  PULPIT  and 
remembrance  TABLE  to  match. 
Very  giiod  condition.  $2300.00.  Call 
(601)  957-1429. 


COUPLE  interested  in  HOUSE 
SITTING  or  RENTING  in  Jack 
son.  Karen  (601)  366-6309. 


CHRISTIAN  FUNDRAISER 
wants  to  help  church  >  oulh,  music, 
and  mission  groups  raise  money. 
(601)  939-9432.. 


in  battle  over  beer,  wine  ads 


By  Greg  Warner 


WASHINGTON  (BP) 


..  DesPite  a  both  science  and  common  sense  have  ing  ban  would  single  them  out  for  pro- 
recent  flurry  of  activity  among  proved  the  cause-and-effect  con-  blems  they  don’t  cause.  “We  are  talk- 
legislatoreand  lobbyists,  a  ban  on  nection.  .  ing  about  a  product’s  abuse,  and  other 

radio  and  TV  advertising  of  beer  and  “Every  dollar  spent  on  alcohol  products  are  abused  as  well,’’  said 
wine  apparently  is  a  long  way  off.  advertising  is  proof,”  Hollis  added.  Gert  Schmidt  of  Jacksonville.  Fla.. 

,  A  congressional  hearing  has  been  “They  know  radio  and  television  in-  senior  vice-president  of  Harte-Hanks 
held  on  the  issue  and  at  least  one  more  fluence  people  to  drtnk.  and  that’s  why  Communications,  which  owns  nine' 
is  scheduled,  but  supporters  of  a  ban  they  spend  money  on  advertising.”  radio  and  TV  stations, 
have  yet  to  find  a  lawmaker  who  will  Broadcasters  have  tried  to  focus  Other  measures  are  being  sug- 
mtroduce  a  bill  to  curtail  the  ads,  concern  on  drunk  driving,  mounting  gested,  such  as  free  counter  advertis- 
which  critics  say  glamorize  alcohol  a  massive  public  service  campaign  ing  on  alcohol  is  dangerous,  a  warn- 
consumption  and  contribute  to  abuse,  against  that  abuse.  But  others  see  the  ing  in  every  beer  and  wine  commer- 
Any  attempt  to  change  the  nature  campaign  as  an  effort  to  avoid  legisla-  cial  outlining  alcohol’s  dangers.  New 
ot  beer  and  wine  ads  faces  stiff  op-  tion  and  divert  attention  from  broader  restrictions,  in  addition  to  those  sug- 
position  from  brewers,  broadcasters,  concerns  about  alcohol.  Project  gested  by  the  Bureau  of  Alcohol 
and  advertisers.  Broadcasters,  who  SMART  says  drinking  is  involved  in  Tobacco  and  Firearms,  could  be  plac- 
stand  to  lose  $750  million  a  year  in  ad  the  majority  of  homicides,  rapes,  rob-  ed  on  ad  content.  Already  new  beer 
revenue,  have  called  the  proposed  ban  beries  and  cases  of  child  abuse  and  commercials  are  appearing  on  the  air 
the  most  serious  threat  against  them  spouse  abuse.  Alcohol  is  linked  to  with  more  emphasis  on  the  product’s 
in  15  years,  and  have  made  its  defeat  myriad  medical  problems  and  ranks  quality  than  its  glamour  potential, 
their  top  priority  as  America's  most  abused  drug.  Warner  writes  for  the  SBC  Radio- 

Leading  the  fight  for  a  ban  to  Pro-  But  broadcasters  feel  an  advertis-  Television  Commission 
ject  SMART,  a  coalition  of  medical 
and  citizen  groups  and  others.  Arm¬ 
ed  with  a  petition  signed  by  760,000 
supporters,  SMART  has  been  lobby- 


'■..oi¬ 


lrig  members  of  Congress  in  search  of  1  I  him* 1 

sponsors  for  a  bill  which  would  either  I  f)  f||  I  f  iPw* 

remove  the  ads  altogether  or  provide  f| 

time  for  counteradvertising  on 

alcohol's  health  dangers.  ff.  1  ’ 

Southern  Baptists,  who  at  their  an- 

nual  meeting  in  1984,  passed  a  resolu-  Wr  W.  ■  .  MMSS1&  • 

tion  asking  the  ads  be  banned  as  "in-  ‘  fd 

also  have  joined  the  legislative  fight.  % 

The  Christian  Life  Commission's  f  * 

Harry  Hollis  presented  written  * 
testimony  to  the  Senate  subcommit-  |gjk  / 
tee  on  alcohol  and  drug  abuse,  which  J  % 

held  the  first  hearing  on  the  matter  &L  ’-W  ■  .  gjgf  J 

Meanwhile,  the  debate  likely  will  v  JK 

shift  from  the  Congress  to  the  cptt i o*o 

regulatory  agencies  for  the  time  be-  OtJinindrS  ieaiUre  resort  Settings 

ing.  The  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco,  Tom  Eggleston,  far  left,  of  the  Home  Mission  Board,  talks  with  participants  at  a 
and  Firearms  is  set  to  release  as  early  resort  missions  conference  sponsored  by  the  Cooperative  Missions  Department  of 
as  April  proposed  rules  which  would  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  Shown  are  Evan  Allen  of  Columbus,  Gregg 
prohibit  the  use  of  athletic  scenes.  Smith  of  Waveland,  and  Lois  Russell  of  Monticello.  The  conference,  held  at  Lake 
former  athletes,  and  famous  per-  Tiak  O’Khata  near  Louisville,  featured  seminars  on  Christian  ministry  in  resort  set- 
sonalities  in  alcohol  ads  in  all  media,  tings  such  as  fairs,  campgrounds,  and  beaches. 


same  logic  to  retired  athletes  and  Eastview  (Lauderdale):  May  12-15;  Briarwood.  Hillview  I)r.,  Meridian: 
other  celebrities,  but  final  approval  of  Sun  -Wed.,  7:00  p.m.;  Gordon  Sansing.  May  12-15:  Stanley  Weatherford, 
the  rules  is  at  least  a  year  away.  Meridian,  evangelist;  Tommie  Har-  pastor,  Shiolah  Church.  Chipley,  Fla., 
The  BATF,  however,  lacks  the  rison,  Meridian,  music;  Towfig  evangelist;  Mark  Giles,  music; 
authority  to  ban  alcohol  ads  Batarseh,  pastor.  Thomas  J.  Wood,  pastor, 

altogether,  and  neither  the  Federal 

Trade  Commission  nor  the  Federal  Second  Church,  Indianola:  May  AtllCIStS  C3.I1  CUll 
Communications  Commission  seems  12-15;  Sun.,  11  a  m.  and  7  p.m.;  lun- 

interested  in  taking  action.  The  FCC  cheon  in  honor  of  high  school  seniors  The  Mississippi  constitution  has  a 
is  more  willing  to  trust  broadcasters’  following  a  m  worship.  May  12;  Mon  -  clause  that  states  “No  person  who 
ability  to  regulate  themselves,  such  as  Wed.,  12  noon  and  7;  30  p.m.;  Gary  denies  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Be- 
the  voluntary  ban  on  advertisements  Beets,  state  dir..  Fellowship  of  Chris-  ing  shall  hold  any  office  in  this  state.” 
of  hard  liquor  now  practiced.  tian  Athletes, ‘evangelist;  Byron  That  section  was  ruled  unconstitu- 

At  the  center  of  the  controversy  is  Cutrer,  min.  of  music.  First  Church,  tional  by  a  U.S.  District  Judge  William 
disagreement  about  the  effects  of  Greenville,  music;  Billy  J.  Beckett,  Barbour  recently  who  said  it  violated 
alcohol  advertising.  Broadcasters  pastor.  the  rights  of  atheists, 

have  long  disputed  the  claims  of 
scientific  studies  which  have  found  . 

alcohol  advertising  increases  con-  /  f  0 

sumption.  Legislation  introduced  in  _  -/  ^ ynyt  _ 

January  by  Rep.  Howard  Nielson  (R.-  r  /  t/rrt 

Utah)  would  ask  the  BATF  to  study  w 

the  whole  relationship  of  advertising  Pine  Hill  Church,  Rt.  2.  Enterprise:  Fellowship  Hall;  services  begin  at 

to  alcohol  use,  as  well  as  measure  the  homecoming,  Mother’s  Day,  May  12;  10:45  a.m.  there  will  be  no  Sunday 

effectiveness  of  counteradvertising  Jerry  Sims,  former  pastor,  guest  school  or  night  services;  Roy  A.  Gar- 

and  self-regulation.  But  Hollis  says  speaker;  lunch  will  be  served  in  rison,  interim  pastor. 
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Second  live 
program  debuts 

on  ACTS 


.FORT  WORTH,  Ttecas  ( BP)  —  Building  on  the  success  of  its  counsel¬ 
ing  program,  “Cope,"  the  ACTS  network  will  premiere  a  second  live 
television  show  June  3. 

“Life  Lines.”  a  one-hour  variety  program,  will  be  carried  on  the 
Baptist-sponsored  satellite  network  Monday-Friday  at  3  p.m.  Eastern 
time  and,  like  “Cope,"  will  field  telephone  calls  from  the  viewing 
audience. 

Each  episode  will  feature  an  upbeat  interview  and  a  demonstration 
of  some  hobby,  health  trip  or  home  improvement  idea.  Then  viewers 
will  be  asked  to  call  a  toll-free  number  with  questions  about  the  day’s 
topics. 

*  Bob  Taylor,  vice-president  of  production  for  the  network,  said  "Life 
Lines”  is  intended  as  an  uplifting  alternative  to  the  soap  operas  that 
dominate  afternoon  television.  "This  is  a  lightweight,  fun  format  that 
will  allow  the  audience  to  learn  about  a  topic  and  participate  as  well." 
he  said. 

Lawanna  Mclver,  co-host  for  “Lifestyles"  on  ACTS,  will  conduct  the 
interview's.  Mike  Frazier,  host  of  “Cope."  will  anchor  the  demonstration 
segments  of  "Life  Lines.” 

ACTS,  or  the  American  Christian  Television  System,  is  operated  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Television  Commission.  The  network 
is  carried  on.cable  TV  systems  and  television  stations  that  reach  about 
three  million  homes. 


(/few-# — 


Richard  M.  and  Martha  Beal,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Venezuela,  have  arrived 
in  the  States  for  furlough  (address: 
Rt.  1,  Pecan  Heights,  Lena.  Miss. 
39094)  A  native  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  he 
also  lived  in  Panama  City.  Fla.,  and 
she  was  born  in  Laurel  and  lived  in 
Natchez.  They  were  appointed  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1978 

,  i  -*  — ’ 

Ralph  C.  and  Lynda  Bethea  Jr.,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Kenya,  have  arrived  on 
the  field  (address:  Box  137,  Limuru. 
Kenya).  He  was  born  in  Chicago.  Ill  . 
and  considers  Memphis,  Tenn.,  his 
hometown,  and  she  is  from  Jackson. 
They  were  appointed  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  in  1984 

Charles  S.  and  Patricia  Corey  Jr., 
missionaries  to  Guatemala,  have  ar 
rived  in  Costa  Rica  for  language  study 
•  addresss:  Apartado  100.  2350  San 
Francisco  de  Dos  Rios.  San  Jose. 
Costa  Rica )  .  He  was  born  in  De  Kalb. 
III.,  and  considers  Holly  Springs,  and 
New  Orleans.  La.,  his  hometow  ns.  She 
was  born  in  Meridian.  Miss.,  and  con¬ 
siders  New  Orleans,  La.,  her 
hometown.  They  w'ere  appointed  by 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1984 

Paul  S.  C.  and  V  irginia  Smith,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Morocco,  have  arrived  on 
the  field  (address:  14  Avenue  Hassan 
II.  Fes.  Morocco).  He  was  born  in 
Silver  Creek,  and  also  lived  in  West 
Monroe.  La%  while  growing  up.  and 
she  lived  in  Farmington,  Mo.  They 
were  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mis 
sion  Board  in  1961. 

Freddie  W.  Karen  Womble,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Paraguay,  have  arrived  in 
Costa  Rica  for  language  study  (ad¬ 
dress:  Apartado  100,  2350  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  de  Dos  Rios.  San  Jose.  Costa 
Rica).  He  was  born  in  Vicksburg  and 
considers  Monticello  his  hometown, 
she  was  bom  ih  Terceira,  Azores,  and 
considers  Mobile  Ala.,  her  hometown 
They  were  appointed  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  in  1984. 


John  I.  and  Jean  Jacobs,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Trinidad,  have  completed 
furlough  and  returned  to  the  field  (ad 
dress:  P.  O.  Box  488,  Port-of -Spain. 
Trinidad.  West  Indies).  He  is  a  native 
of  Canton.  Ohio,  and  she  is  a  native  of 
Booneville.  They  were  appointed  by 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1969. 
resigned  in  1976  and  reappointed  in 
1979 

Ed  B.  and  Mary  Ann  Moses,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Bophuthatswana.  havear 
rived  in  the  States  for  furlough  iad- 
dress:  c/o  C.  O.  Moran.  7216  Mailler 
St .  Orlando.  Fla  32818)  He isa  native 
of  Orlando,  she  was  born  in  Columbus 
and  grew  up  in  a  rural  area  near 
Brooksville  They  were  appointed  by 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1969 


SEE  PASSION  PLAY 

OF  CHRIST’S  LIFE  ON  EARTH 

Internationally  acclaimed  outdoor 
drama.  Visit  the  many  local  attrac¬ 
tions  of  “LITTLE  SWIT¬ 
ZERLAND'  and  take  a  scenic  train 
ride.  Trolley  stop  at  your  front  door. 
“AAA"  rated.  Heated  pool  and  jacuz- 
zi.  30  new  units  designed  especial¬ 
ly  to  accommodate  church  groups. 

For  brochure,  church  and  group 
rates  write:  Swiss  Village  Motel,  Rt.  1, 
Box  5,  Eureka  Springs,  AR  72632  or  call 
(501)  253  9541.  Jack  and  Mae  Rush, 
your  hosts. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  chairs. 
Van  IDinklp  tables,  lighting, 

folding  doors 

(Tljurclj 
JurniflljingjB  & 
peui  Vp^aljBtEri) 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 
I  Design— Construction  Management 


Wa  Remodel  A  Paint 


Thursday.  Mayings  Ch]urches  double 

=> — ,_,**===  in  Indian  state 
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BANGALORE.  India  —  Rallied 
behind  the  theme  "Start  One.  Win 
One,  Train  One. '  Baptists  in  the  state 
of  Karnataka,  with  the  help  of 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries,  near¬ 
ly  doubled  their  number  of  churches 
in  1984.  Karnataka  Baptists  started  88 
new  churches  last  year:  bringing 
their  total  to  200.  They  baptized  350 
new  believers.  In  1983  they  used  the 
theme  “Start  One.  Win  One"  to  start 
78  new  churches. 


Baptist  to  Xavier 

LOUISVILLE.  Ky.  (BP)  -  Andrew 
Manis.  a  1984  Ph  D.  graduate  of 
Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  has  become  the  first  Pro¬ 
testant  named  to  the  theology  facul¬ 
ty  of  Xavier  University,  a  Catholic 
university  in  New  Orleans. 

Manis,  who  will  become  assistant 
professor  of  theiogy  this  fall  at  Xavier, 
is  a  native  of  Birmingham.  Ala. 

The  new  professor  currently  is 
pastor  of  Richland  Baptist  Church. 
Falmouth,  Ky.  He  has  been  an  instruc¬ 
tor  at  Southern  Seminary.  Boyce  Bi¬ 
ble  School  and  Simmons  Bible  College 
in  Louisville. 


Minister  honored  for  25  years  of  service 

Hernando  Church  honored  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Corkern.  April  7,  for  their 
25  years  of  service.  Pictured  (front  row)  left  to  right,  their  son.  Bob;  Cor¬ 
kern;  Mrs.  Corkern:  (back  row)  son,  Paul:  and  daughter,  Julie.  About  25  of 
the  350  people  present  had  been  at  the  church  25  years  ago  when  Corkern  began 
his  ministry  as  pastor. 


NEW  YORK.  NY.  (E-)-The 
worldwide  governing  body  of  Conser¬ 
vative  Judaism  has  decided  for  the 
first  time  to  admit  women  as  rabbis. 
The  Rabbinical  Assembly  announced 
at  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary. 


Eight  teams  go  • 
for  “Scotreach^ 

GLASGOW'  —  Eight  lay  missionary 
teams  totaling  some  70  persons  from 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
churches  in  Texas,  Arkansas  and 
Georgia  engaged  in  evangelistic  ef¬ 
forts  in  Baptist  churches  in  Scotland 
for  a  ten  day  period  beginnning  April 
19. 

The  visit  was  arranged  as  part 
of  SCOTREACH,  a  three-year  mission 
program  of  141  Scottish  Baptist 
Churches. 


Creationism  ousted 

SHREVEPORT.  La.  (EP)-A  Loui¬ 
siana  judge  has  issued  a  summary 
judgement  against  the  state’s  Balanc¬ 
ed  Treatment  of  Origins  law,  which  re¬ 
quires  schools  to  present  balanced 
teaching  in  the  area  of  creation-vs- 
evolution. 

Judge  Adrian  Duplantier  ruled  in 
favor  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  saying  in  a  ten-page  decision 
that  any  teaching  of  creationism 
violates  the  establishment  clause  of 
the  U  S.  Constitution  because  the  con¬ 
cepts  of  creation  and  a  Creator  are 
necessarily  religious  and  implicity 
unscientific.  The  Creation  Science 
Legal  Defense  Fund  has  filed  an 
appeal. 

Norwegian 
members  increase 

OSLO  —  The  Lutheran  Mission 
magazine  UTSYN  reports  there  are 
now  more  than  140,000  Norwegians 
who  are  members  of  a  church  other 
than  the  (Lutheran)  Church  of  Nor¬ 
way.  Lutheran  World  Information 
<LWI)  said. 

Pentecostals.  with  44,000  members 
in  193  congregations,  form  the  largest 
non-Lutheran  group.  Next  is  the 
Lutheran  Free  Church  with  20,000 
members.  Other  counts  included 
17,000  Roman  Catholics,  16.000 
Methodists,  and  12,500  Baptists. 

Vins  not  pastor 
at  Puchov  Street 

KIEV  —  The  Puchov  Street  Baptist 
Church  here  has  become  generally 
known  in  association  with  the  name 


Son  of  Sanford: 
Johnny  Jesus-seed 

ORANGE  COUNTY,  Calif.  (EP)  — 
Demond  Wilson,  who  gained  national 
fame  playing  the  son  on  TV’s  Sanford 
and  Son,  now  calls  himself  “Johnny 
Jesus-seed.”  Wilson,  who  gave  up 
show  business  in  1982  to  become  an  or¬ 
dained  minister,  says  “I  just  plant  my 
seeds  and  go  on.” 

Wilson  told  People  magazine  that  he 
had  a  27-room  house,  a  Rolls-Royce, 
a  failing  marriage,  and  a  $l,000-a- 
week  cocaine  habit  before  turning  to 
religion.  Now  he  spends  most  of  his 
time  preaching.  “I’m  just  a  nobody 
telling  everybody  about  Somebody 
who  can  save  anybody,”  he  explains. 

Judge  gives 
money  to  Baylor 

WACO,  Tfexas  (BP)  —  A  district 
judge  in  Texas  has  left  a  sprawling 
south  Texas  ranch  worth  about  $2 
million  to  Baylor  University,  his  alma 
mater. 

Jim  W.  Weatherby  who  died  last 
month  at  age  74  in  Kerrville, 
stipulated  Baylor  use  the  money  to 
establish  scholarships  for  under¬ 
graduate  and  graduate  students  from 
Hubbard,  Bandera,  Kerr,  Gillespie, 
Kimble  and  Kendall  counties,  the  five 
counties  where  he  had  lived. 

Also,  money  from  his  estate  is  to  go 
to  Texas  schoolteachers  “who  have 
demonstrated  they  are  dedicated 
teachers  and  who  wish  to  pursue  their 
education  and  sharpen  their  teaching 
skills.”  w 

Doctors  visit 

WINSTON-SALEM,  N.  C.  <BP)- 
Seven  doctors  from  China’s 
Zhongshan  Medical  College  visited 
the  medical  school  at  Wake  Forest 
University  in  North  Carolina  in  April, 
again  signing  a  formal  agreement  of 
affiliation  originally  signed  last 
November  in  China. 

The  agreement  will  expand 
cooperation  between  the  Chinese  In¬ 
stitution  and  Wake  Forest’s  Bowman 
Gray  School  of  Medicine  in  areas  such 
as  cancer  research,  arthroscopic 
surgery  and  comparative  medicine.  It 
also  provides  for  ongoing  faculty,  stu¬ 
dent  and  hospital  staff  exchanges. 


The  decision  to  accept  women  as 
rabbis  came  on  a  636-237  vote  on  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Rabbinical  Assembly.  The  decision  is 
expected  to  heighten  tensions  be¬ 
tween  Conservative  and  Orthodox 
Jews.  Orthodox  Jews  oppose  women 
serving  as  rabbis,  saying  it  violates 
halacha;  Jewish  law. 


Writers’  conference 
offered  at  N.O. 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  New  Orleans 
Seminary  May  20  to  24  is  offering  a 
continuing  education  conference  titl¬ 
ed  “Writing  for  Christian  Publica¬ 
tions.” 

James  Hightower,  a  pastoral 
ministries  specialist  with  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  will  lead  the 
conference. 

The  program  will  begin  with  a  ban¬ 
quet  Monday  evening  and  end  at  noon 
on  Friday.  The  conference  will  include 
lectures,  peer  group  sessions,  and 
writing  labs.  Attendance  is  open  to 
anyone. 

Conference  fee  is  $35.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  or  to  register,  contact 
Thomas  Kinchen,  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  3939  Gentilly  Blvd.,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70126.  or  call  him  at 
504-282-4455. 


Southeastern 
awarded  $10,000 
for  archaeology 

WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  -  A 
$10,000  grant  has  been  awarded 
Southeastern  Seminary,  here  to  assist 
students  in  an  archaeological  in¬ 
vestigation  of  Tel  Miqne/Ekron  in 
Israel  during  the  summer  of  1985. 

The  grant  was  announced  by  the 
Dorot  Foundation  of  New  York  City. 

The  location  of  the  investigation 
was  one  of  the  five  capital  cities  of  the 
ancient  Philistines.  After  a  successful 
excavation  in  1984,  the  site  will  be  the 
focus  of  a  seven-year  study  by  a  con¬ 
sortium  of  several  American  and 
Israeli  institutions,  including 
Southeastern  Seminary. 

The  Dorot  Foundation  long  has  been 
active  in  support  of  Jewish  welfare 
funds  and  in  educational  organiza¬ 
tions  generally,  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Israel.  This  is  its  first 
grant  to  Southeastern  seminary. 


SBC  Radio-TV  trustees 
approve  funding  campaign 


By  Toby  Druin 


ARLINGTON,  Texas  (BP)  -  A  $6 
million  loan  and  a  fund-raising  cam¬ 
paign  to  produce  a  similar  amount 
were  approved  by  trustees  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Television 
Commission. 

The  fund  raising  campaign,  which 
eventually  would  spread  to  37  cities, 
would  be  launched  in  four  “key”  cities. 
RTVC  President  Jimmy  R.  Allen  said 
the  initial  campaign,  expected  to  take 
about  11  months,  would  be  targeted  at 
bringing  in  $3  to  $6  million.  He  declin¬ 
ed  to  name  the  four  “key”  cities, 
although  he  told  one  reporter  Houston 
is  not  one  of  them. 

Leading  the  campaign  will  be 
Cargill  Associates  of  Fort  Worth.  Cost 
of  raising  the  $3  to  $6  million  would  be 
as  much  as  $740,000  or  about  25  per¬ 
cent  if  the  minimum  is  raised. 

Allen  described  the  fee  as  “not 
usually  in  the  industry”  and  noted  the 
percentage  would  drop  if  the  goal  is 
exceeded.  The  fee  can  be  reduced,  he 
said,  if  the  RTVC  provides  support 
services,  such  as  office  staff  and 
printing. 

The  fund-raising  campaign  will  be 
among  individuals,  not  churches,  he 
noted,  beginning  with  potential  major 
contributors  and  “moving  outward  in 
an  ever  expanding  circle." 

The  Executive  Committee  in 
February  approved  a  three  year,  $6 
million  fund  drive  and  delayed  action 
on  the  full  $10  million  of  the  loan  until 
the  commission’s  audit  was  com¬ 
pleted.  The  audit  is  expected  to  be 
completed  soon,  Allen  said,  and  will 
be  reviewed  by  an  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  subcommittee  May  10  in  further 
consideration’ of  the  loan  request. 

Trustee  Fred  Roach,  a  Dallas 
businessman  and  certified  public  ac¬ 
countant,  told  reporters  the  commis¬ 
sion  will  receive  a  “clean  audit"  as  of,. 
Sept.  30,  1984. 

Roach  also  said  the  audit  will  show 
the  commission  “$4  to  $5  million  in 
debt,”  basically  caused  by  the  $4.3 
million  the  commission  borrowed 
earlier  in  1984  to  provide  “startup 
costs”  for  the  American  Christian 
Television  System  (ACTS)  network. 

Allen  said  the  $10  million  loan  re¬ 
quested  at  the  February  meeting  of 


the  Executive  Committee,  is 
necessary  to  finance  production  costs 
until  the  ACTS  network  reaches 
“viability”  with  advertisers.  Viabili¬ 
ty,  he  explained,  will  be  achieved 
when  the  fledgling  network  is 
available  to  12  to  14  million 
households.  When  that  is  achieved,  the 
network  will  be  able  to  attract  enough 
advertising  to  pay  the  production 
costs,  Allen  said. 

The  network  is  now  available  to 
about  3.5  million  households,  Allen 
reported. 

Allen  told  the  Executive  Committee 
in  February  the  network  has  “cash 
flow”  problems  and  the  loan  is 
necessary  to  pay  off  $4  million 
previously  borrowed  and  provide  $5  to 
$6  million  for  production  through 
fiscal  1986,  when  it  is  hoped  ACTS  will 
be  generating  enough  revenue  to  pay 
its  own  way. 

It  was  announced  last  week  ACTS 
will  expand  from  7.5  hours  of  pro¬ 
gramming  to  nine  hours  per  day  on 
June  3,  adding  a  one  hour  “interac¬ 
tive”  call-in  show  and  a  half  hour  pro¬ 
gram  on  “psychiatry  and  you”  The 
network  is  on  the  air  24-hours  per  day. 
repeating  programming. 

Druin  is  associate  editor  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Standard,  news  journal  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  General  Convention  of  Texas. 

Nothing  buries  love  faster  than  lit¬ 
tle  digs. 

Few  things  are  likely  to  be  as 
permanent  as  a  bad  habit,  a  pre¬ 
judice,  or  a  temporary  tax. 

Finding  fault  with  someone  else’s 
work  will  never  improve  your  own. 
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Commercial  ventures  of  religion 
must  pay  for  workers’  services 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Commer¬ 
cial  activities  of  a  private  religious 
foundation  are  not  exempt  from  the 
minimum  wage,  overtime,  and  record 
keeping  requirements  of  the  Fair 
Labor  Standards  Act  because  of  the 
organization’s  religious  character,  a 
unanimous  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled 
April  23. 

In  an  opinion  written  by  justice 
Byron  R.  White,  the  high  court  re¬ 
jected  claims  by  the  Tony  and  Susan 
Alamo  Foundation  of  Alma.  Ark.,  that 
application  of  the  federal  fair  labor 
provisions  violated  the  groups  First 
Amendment  rights 

The  foundation,  founded  in  Califor¬ 
nia  in  1969  and  subsequently  moved  to 
Alma,  Ark  ,  operates  a  variety  of 
commercial  businesses  located  in 
four  states.  These  businesses  are 
largely  staffed  by  the  foundation's 
‘associates,’’  mostly  former  drug  ad¬ 
dicts,  derelicts,  or  criminals  who 


By  Larry  Chesser 

receive  no  cash  salaries  from  the 
foundation  but  are  provided  food, 
shelter,  clothing,  and  other  benefits. 

The  Alamo  Foundation  contended 
that  its  various  business  activities  dif¬ 
fer  from  ordinary  commercial 
businesses  because  they  are  "infused 
with  a  religious  purpose.’’ 

In  its  ruling,  the  high  court  held  the 
Fair  Labor  Standards  Act  “contain  no 
expressed  or  implied  exception  for 
commercial  activities  conducted  bv 
religious  or  other  non-profit  organiza 
tions  "  It  further  noted  what  it  called 
"broad  congressional  consensus  that 
ordinary  commercial  busineses 
should  not  be  exempted  under  the  Act 
simply  because  they  happened  to  be 
owned  by  religious  or  other  hon-prolit 
organizations. 

Answering  the  Alamo  Foundation's 
argument  that  application  of  the  act 
to  its  business  activities  would  “lead 


to  coverage  of  volunteers  who  drive 
the  elderly  to  church,  serve  church 
suppers  and  help  remodel  a  church 
home  for  the  needy,”  White  wrote, 
“The  Act  reaches  only  the  “ordinary 
commercial  activities’  of  religious 
organizations,"  and  "only  those  who 
engage  in  activities  in  expectation  of 
compensation.  Ordinary  volunteerism 
is  not  threatened  by  this  interprets 
tion  of  the  statute" 

Dismissing  arguments  that  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  act  would  violate  free  ex¬ 
ercise  rights  of  the  associates  who 
protested  such  coverage,  the  high 
court  noted  the  associates  already 
receive  benefits  in  exchange  for 
working  in  the  Foundations 
businesses."  and  could  “simply  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  paid  in  the  form  of 
benefits." 

Chesser  writes  for  the  Washington 
Bureau  of  Baptist  Press. 


Dedication  marks  first  for 
Historical  Commission*,  SBC 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— An 
agency  charged  with  preserving  the 
heritage  of  Southern  Baptists  record¬ 
ed  its  own  bit  of  history  April  22. 

During  its  annual  meeting  in 
Nashville  the  Historical  Commission 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
dedicated  its  facilities  in  the  new  SBC 
building  including  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Historical  Library  and  Archives. 

The  event  marked  the  first  time  in 
its  34-year  history  the  agency  has  had 
its  own  facilities.  Historical  Commis¬ 
sion  offices  previously  were  located 
within  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board. 

In  an  earlier  business  session  com¬ 
mission  members  approved  the 
1985-86  budget  of  $483,750,  up  slightly 
from  the  present  budget  of  $482,765. 

The  new  budget  includes  $412,000 
from  Cooperative  Program  receipts 


By  Lonnie  Wilkey 

with  the  remainder  coming  from  the 
sale  of  publications  and  microfilm,  in¬ 
terest  and  dividends  and  miscellane¬ 
ous  sources. 

Commission  members  also  adopted 
a  proposed  1986-87  budget  of  $577,175 
including  a  CP  allocation  request  of 
$501,425. 

A  charter  change  which  would 
begin  eliminating  local  at-large 
members  received  approval  from 
commission  members.  It  will  be 
presented  by  the  Historical  Commis¬ 
sion  and  the  SBC  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  June  11-13,  in  Dallas  for  full  ap¬ 
proval.  The  revision  was  brought 
about  because  of  escalating  costs. 

The  34-member  commission  now 
has  eight  local  at-large  members.  By 
1992  the  commission  would  be  reduc¬ 
ed  to  26  trustees,  one  member  from 


each  eligible  state  convention. 

Commissidn-members  were  inform¬ 
ed  the  Baptist  Information  Retrieval 
Service  (BIRS)  has  been  terminated 
after  11  years  because  of  cost.  The 
1984  Southern  Baptist  Periodical  In¬ 
dex,  an  annual  printout  of  BIRS,  will 
be  the  last  such  publication. 

Marion  Lark,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Henderson,  N.C.,  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  commission 
for  1985-86.  Other  officers  include: 
Stan  Rushing,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Leland,  Miss.,  vice- 
chairman;  Richard  McCartney, 
editor  of  the  Baptist  Messenger, 
Oklahoma  City,  recording  secretary 
and  Lynn  E.  May  Jr.,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Historical  Commission, 
treasurer. 

Wilkey  writes  for  the  SBC  Educa¬ 
tion  Commission. 


Court  to  decide  blind  student’s  fate 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  will  decide  during  its 
next  term  if  a  blind  man  preparing  for 
a  career  in  the  ministry  is  entitled  to 
federal  and  state  vocational 
rehabilitation  funds  on  an  equal  basis 
with  other  applicants. 

Confronting  the  justices  is  a  deci¬ 
sion  by  the  Washington  (State) 
Supreme  Court  that  Larry  Witters,  a 
Seattle  man  who  is  studying  theology 
at  two  religious  schools,  may  not 
receive  the  funds.  That  panel  last  year 
prohibited  granting  the  money,  ruling 
in  part  that  to  do  so  would  have  the 
primary  effect  of  advancing  religion 
in  violation  of  the  First  Amendment’s 
ban  on  an  establishment  of  religion. 

Witters  was  first  denied  the 


By  Stan  Hastey 

assistance  when  the  state  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  Blind  adopted  a  policy  that 
Washington’s  constitution  “forbids  the 
use  of  public  funds  to  assj^t  an  in¬ 
dividual  in  the  pursuit  of  a  career  or 
degree  in  theology  or  related  areas.” 

An  initial  administrative  review 
upheld  the  new  policy,  as  did  a 
Spokane  County  superior  court  judge 
and  the  state  supreme  court. 

But  in  papers  filed  with  the  nation's 
high  court.  Witters’  attorney  asked 
the  justices  to  review  those  findings, 
warning  that  “the  Commission  for  the 
Blind’s  excessive  zeal  to  separate 
church  and  state  under  the  Establish¬ 
ment  Clause,  appears  to  have  created 
a  clear-cut  Free  Exercise  violation.” 

The  First  Amendment  both  forbids 


a  governmental  “establishment  of 
religion”  and  guarantees  “free  exer¬ 
cise”  of  religion. 

Witters  is  pursuing  his  education  at 
the  Inland  Efhpire  School  of  the  Bible, 
a  nondenominational  Christian 
school,  and  at  Whitworth  College,  an 
accredited  Presbyterian  institution. 
He  hopes  to  become  a  pastor,  mis¬ 
sionary  or  Christian  youth  worker. 

Because  the  Supreme  Court’s  calen¬ 
dar  for  the  current  term  is  full,  Wit¬ 
ters’  appeal  will  be  held  over  for  the 
new  term  beginning  in  October. 
(84-1070,  Witters  v.  State  of 
Washington  Commission  for  the 
Blind). 

Hastey  writes  for  the  Washington 
bureau  of  Baptist  Press. 


’Bum  of  a  pastor’  opens 
chureh’s  eyes  to  needy 

KINGSTON,  Okla.  (BP)— On  a  recent  Sunday  morning,  members  of 
First  Church.  Kingston,  Okla.,  noticed  a  shabbily  dressed,  bearded  man 
wandering  around  the  church,  poking  in  garbage’c ans  and  finally  resting 
on  the  church's  steps.  His  pants  legs  were  worn,  his  cap  was  dirty,  his 
shoes  were  old  and  worn  and  his  coat  needed  cleaning. 

A  few  of  them  commented  about  "that  old  bum."  One  of  the  members 
approached  the  man  and  offered  him  money  to  buy  a  meal  and  another 
invited  him  to  attend  the  services.  Somebody  ought  to  have  the  pastor 
talk  to  him.  a  few  thought. 

The  morning  service  started  and  after  the  special  music,  much  to  the 
surprise  of  most  of  the  members,  the  "old  bum"  walked  in  the  door  and 
started  down  the  aisle  Some  whispered,  “Look  there,  that  old  guy’s  come 
inside’  ”  Another  said :  “There  he  is  .  .  .  he’s  the  guy  who  was  sitting  on 
the  steps  " 

Not  only  had  he  come  inside,  he  went  right  up  to  the  front  and  walked 
behind  the  pulpit.  Then  he  reached  up  and  took  off.  first  his  cap  and  then 
a  wig.  Then  >bbv  Rice  Jr.  told  his  congregation  he  had  already  delivered 
a  sermon  that  morning  .  .  outside  the  church.  Rice  proceeded  to  preach 
his  message  on  compassion  for  humanity  and  the  sin  of  unconcern. 

He  commented  on  the  member  who  had  offered  to  buy  him  a  meal — 
former  ( Iklahoma  governor  Raymond  Gary.  After  Gary’s  offer,  Rice  had 
revealed  his  identity  and  sworn  the  governor  to  secrecy.  Next,  Rice 
pointed  out  the  man  who  invited  him  to  church- Jim  Stevenson  who  was 
to  be  baptized  that  evening. 

“I  was  amazed  at  the  reactions.”  Rice  said.  “No  one  got  mad,  but  they 
had  their  eyes  opened  to  “who  is  your  neighbor.’  ”  Several  members  told 
Rice  later  that  his  sermon  and  ruse  had  made  them  more  aware  of  how 
unconcerned  they  are. 

Keith  Chronister,  youth  director,  told  Rice  at  the  evenj*'<1  service  he 
had  felt  guilty  about  not  speaking  to  the  old  man  and  on  Me  way  home 
from  church  that  morning  he  stopped  and  witnessed  to  two  men  gather¬ 
ing  aluminum  cans  on  the  roadside. 

The  disguise  was  good  enough  to  cause  a  Kingston  police  officer  to 
stop  Rice  for  questioning.  The  pastor  had  to  reveal  his  identity  to  the 
officer  and  ask  his  cooperation. 

Two  young  people  made  professions  of  faith  during  the  morning  ser¬ 
vice  and  were  baptized  along  with  four  others  in  the  evening  service. 

Rice  used  a  similar  technique  while  a  member  of  a  church  in  Tex¬ 
arkana,  Ark.  "Some  of  the  church  members  there  actually  pushed  me 
aside  as  they  hurried  into  the  church,”  he  recalled. 


NRB  dissatisfied  with 
‘60  Minutes’  feature 


MORRISTOWN,  N.J.  (EP)  -  A 
March  31  “60  Minutes”  segment  in 
which  Morley  Safer  described  the  Na¬ 
tional  Religious  Broadcasters'  42nd 
annual  convention  as  “a  kind  of  trade 
show  for  God,”  has  met  with 
dissatisfaction  from  the  NRB  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee. 

NRB  responded  to  “60  Minutes" 
with  a  telegram  objecting  to  the 
‘‘distorted  presentation”  of  its 
Washington  convention.  Speaking  for 
the  Executive  Committee,  Thomas 
Zimmerman,  general  superintendent 
of  the  Assemblies  of  God,  said  “We 
consider  such  a  caricature  of  a 
responsible  body  of  people  (NRB] 
who  stand  for  excellence  in  program¬ 
ming,  accountability  in  fund  raising, 
and  accounting  to  be  a  disservice  to 
both  the  American  people  and  NRB." 

Objections  were  raised  by  the  NRB 
Board  and  its  members  because  Safer 
focused  on  a  few  o(  the  337  exhibit 
booths  in  the  Media  Expo  and,  says 
NRB,  misrepresented  the  purposes  of 
the  convention. 

Not  mentioning  Billy  Graham  who 
exhorted  fellow  evangelists  and 
broadcasters  to  preach  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  the  world.  Safer  stated 
“If  this  convention  of  the  converted  is 
about  anything,  it’s  about  money.” 
Safer  said  that  religious  broadcasters 
bring  in  one-half  billion  dollars  in 
revenue  each  year. 


Safer  interviewed  mostly  non-NRB 
members  and  visitors  to  the  NRB  con¬ 
vention.  NRB  says  Safer  treated  them 
as  if  they  represented  the  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  avoided  interviews  with 
readily  available  NRB  leaders. 

Robert  A.  Cook,  newly-elected 
president  of  NRB,  said  "Whether  or 
not  they  intended  to  do  so,  the  editors 
of  “60  Minutes'  by  using  selected 
quotes  from  visitors  and  exhibitors 
and  by  choosing  to  cover  one 
workshop  on  fund  raising  —  to  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  55  others  on  helpful  and 
responsible  aspects  of  religious 
broadcasting  —  gave  the  impression 
that  NRB  is  a  fanatical  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  in  it  for  the  money.  We 
Consider  this  an  example  of  slanted 
a’nd  irresponsible  reporting." 
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Committee  urges  court  to  delay- 
two  cases  while  considering  third 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  In  an 
unusual  tactical  move,  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  has 
asked  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to  delay 
decision  in  two  pending  parochial  aid 
cases  until  it  considers  a  third  dispute 
involving  a  Southern  Baptist 
seminary  professor* 

The  Washington-based  Baptist 

World  Baptist 
women  to  meet  in 
Los  Angeles 

The  Women’s  Department  of  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance  will  meet  in 
conjunction  with  the  Baptist  World 
Congress  July  2-7  in  Los  Angeles.  Also, 
a  -  Pre-Congress  Leadership  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  held  June  28-July  1. 

Women  from  the  six  continental 
unions  representing  more  than  120 
countries  will  attend  the  meetings. 

The  theme  of  the  meetings  will  be 
“God’s  Command— Our  Response,” 
taken  from  Micah  6:8.  Bible  studies 
during  the  Leadership  Conference  will 
focus  on  universal  truths  found  in  this 
scripture. 

Meetings  will  also  include  discus¬ 
sion  of  various  situations  of  human 
need  in  the  world  today.  Literacy  will 
be  one  topic  of  particular  importance. 


By  Stan  Hastey 

agency  asked  the  high  court  not  to 
decide  a  New  York  City  case  testing 
the  constitutionality  of  sending  public 
school  teachers  at  federal  taxpayer 
expense  into  private,  sectarian 
schools  to  deliver  remedial  instruc¬ 
tion  and  other  services. 

That  case,  Aguilar  v.  Felton,  tests 
whether  Title  I  of  the  Elementary  and 
Secondary  Education  Act  of  1965 
violates  the  First  Amendment’s  ban 
on  an  establishment  of  religion  by  ex¬ 
cessively  entangling  public  school  of¬ 
ficials  with  religious  schools. 

In  addition,  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  motion  asked  the  court 
likewise  to  defer  its  decision  in  School 
District  of  Grand  Rapids  v.  Ball,  a 
dispute  involving  the  Michigan  city’s 
practice  of  sending  public 
schoolteachers  into  parochial  schools 
at  state  expense  to  provide  remedial 
and  extracurricular  assistance. 

Earl  W.  Trent  Jr.,  an  American  Bap¬ 
tist  member  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  and  house  counsel  of  his 
denomination’s  Board  of  National 
Ministries,  urged  the  high  court  to 
delay  action  in  the  two  cases  pending 
review  of  Bennett  v.  Wamble,  a 
dispute  pitting  new  Secretary  of 
Education  William  J.  Bennett  against 
Midwestern  Seminary  church  history 
professor  G.  Hugh  Wamble. 


Greek  evangelicals  call  for  help 
in  battling  religious  persecution 


ATHENS,  Greece  (EP)  -  “We  have 
;:o  option  but  to  appeal  this  case  to  the 
conscience  of  the  international 
democracy  community,”  stated  three 
leaders  of  the  Panhellenic 
Evangelical  Alliance  in  a  letter  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Christian  leaders  around 
the  world. 

The  PEA  leaders  hope  to  generate 
worldwide  support  for  Greek 
evangelical  leader  Costas  Macris  and 
Youth  With  A  Mission  (YWAM)  mis¬ 
sionaries  Don  Stephens  (USA)  and 
Allan  Williams  (United  Kingdom). 
The  “Athens  three”  received  prison 
sentences  of  three-and-a-half  years 
for  evangelistic  activities.  The  charge 
stems  from  a  contact  the  threevnade 
three  years  go  with  a  young  Greek 
man. 

Evangelicals  are  greatly  restricted 
in  their  religious  expression  in 
Greece.  The  Greek  Orthodox  Church 
holds  a  virtual  monopoly  on  religion 
and  is  moving  to  strengthen  its 
position. 

An  encyclical  of  the  Blessed  Arch¬ 
bishopric  of  Athens  and  all  of  Greece, 
published  in  the  Church  of  Greece’s 
newspaper,  urged  all  clergy  to  seek 
out  “possible  religious  meetings 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  parish,” 
and  provide  names  and  addresses  of 
persons-  claiming  “salvation.” 
Samples  of  unauthorized  literature 
are  also  to  be  given  to  church 
authorities.  The  archbishop  lumps 
Protestants  with  Jehovah’s  Witnesses, 
Hindus,  mediums,  and  those  that 
practice  parapsychology  and  magic. 

Greek  law  requires  that  worship 
services  be  licensed  by  the  Minister 
of  Religion  and  National  Education. 


To  qualify  for  a  petition  a  group  must 
have  at  least  50  families  “at  great 
distance”  from  a  church  of  their  faith. 
The  application  must  be  approved  by 
the  local  police  and  Greek  Orthodox 
bishop  before  it  is  sent  to  the  national 
office.  Enforcement  of  this  law  and 
laws  forbidding  proselytism  has 
resulted  in  oppression  of  Greek 
evangelicals. 

The  Panhellenic  Evangelical 
Alliance  has  requested  a  letter¬ 
writing  campaign  by  Christians 
worldwide,  protesting  laws  restricting 
religious  liberty.  Americans  have  also 
been  asked  to  urge  a  suspension  of 
U.S.  aid  to  Greece  until  religious  liber¬ 
ty  is  restored. 


Wamble,  a  tenacious  advocate  of 
separation  of  church  and  state,  has 
been  fighting  Title  I  aid  for  parochial 
schools  since  1977,  when  he  challeng¬ 
ed  the  funding  in  Missouri  in  federal 
district  court.  Wamble  also  challeng¬ 
ed  the  “bypass”  device  adopted  by 
Congress  in  1974  and  used  by  the 
Department  of  Educator  to  deliver  Ti¬ 
tle  I  services,  a  mechanism  used  in 
Missouri  to  skirt  the  state  constitu¬ 
tion’s  strict  prohibition  on  public  aid 
to  parochial  schools. 

Last  December,  U.S.  District  Judge 
Joseph  E.  Stephens  Jr.  of  Kansas  Ci¬ 
ty  ruled  for  Wamble,  but  the  decision 
came  more  than  seven  years  after  the 
Midwestern  seminary  professor’s  suit 
was  filed.  After  Stevens’  ruling,  Wam¬ 
ble  told  Word  and  Way  —  newsjournal 
of  the  Missouri  Baptist  Convention  — 
that  “the  time  factor  is  certainly  a 
problem,”  adding:  ‘The  effect  of  the 
delay  was  to  let  the  New  York  case 
start  from  scratch  and  eventually  go 
to  the  Supreme  Court.” 

Because  the  New  York  City  and 
Grand  Rapids  cases  had  been  argued 
Dec.  5  —  only  days  before  Stevens’  rul¬ 
ing  —  the  Kansas  City  judge  stayed 
,  his  injunction  against  continuation  of 
the  aid  in  Missouri  nonpublic  schools 
until  the  Supreme  Court  makes  its 
rulings. 

Trent’s  brief  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  requested  the  high  court 
delay  its  decisions  in  the  separate 
New  York  City  and  Grand  Rapids  pro¬ 
ceedings  because  the  two  “have  in¬ 
adequate  factual  records  when  com¬ 
pared  to  the  extensive  factual  record 
in  the  case  at  bar.” 

Trent  referred  to  massive  evidence 
obtained  by  Wamble,  who  argued  his 
own  case  in  the  five-month  1982  trial 
in  Judge  Stevens’  courtroom.  Wamble 
was  joined  in  his  successful  challenge 
by  39  taxpayers  and  parents  of  public 
schoolchildren  as  intervening 
plaintiffs. 

If  the  high  court  were  to  grant  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  motion  to 
delay  deciding  those  two  disputes,  it 
would  be  adopting  a  rare  approach. 
As  the  matter  stands'  the  justices  are 
expected  to  issue  formal  rulings  in  the 
cases  before  adjourning  its  current 
term  in  early  July. 

Hastey  writes  for  Baptist  Joint 
Committee. 


Baptist  Women  of  Moselle  Mooney  in  recognition  of  her  years  of 
Memorial  Church,  Moselle,  recently  service  as  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
presented  a  silver  tray  to  Mrs.  Gladys  director. 


Artesia  Church  Artesia,  has  recently  licensed  to  the  gospel  ministry  five  men.  Pic¬ 
tured  frorh  left  are  Charles  Ybung,  Joe  Pate,  Robert  Green,  Scott  Young,  Steve  Yarber, 
and  their  pastor,  Ben  Yarber. 


THE  'WORLD  AT  YOUR 
DOORSTEP  by  Lawson  Lau  (Inter- 
Varsity,  paper,  144  pp.,  $5.95) 

Over  300,000  students  from  dozens 
of  countries  come  to  universities  and 
colleges  in  the  United  States  each 
year.  In  the  next  25  years,  ventures  a 
statement  in  this  book,  these  students 
could  occupy  one-half  of  all  the 
world’s  top  leadership  positions  in 
government,  business  and  education. 
What  a  strategic  group  to  evangelize! 

This  is  an  excellent,  easy-to-read, 
practical  handbook  for  international 
student  ministry.  The  author  himself 
is  an  international  student.  Born  in 
Singapore,  he  is  working  toward  his 
doctorate  in  communications  at  the 
University  of  Illinois. 

He  identifies  many  bridges  for 
understanding  those  from  other 
cultures  and  offers  suggestions  for 
presenting  the  gospel  effectively.— 
AWM 

AWM 

WEALTH  AND  POVERTY:  FOUR 
CHRISTIAN  VIEWS  OF 
ECONOMICS,  edited  by  Robert  G. 
Clouse  with  contributions  by  William 
E.  Diehl,  Art  Gish,  John  Gladwin,  and 
Gary  North;  Intervarsity  Press, 
C1984  ;  228  pages;  paperback,  $5.95. 

In  spite  of  the  subtitle,  after  reading 
this  book,  one  can  begin  to  wonder  if 
there  is  any  such  thing  as  a  “Christian 
view  of  economics.”  Here  are  the  con¬ 
tributions  of  four  Christians,  each 
claiming  to  be  a  Christian  approach 
to  economics. 

In  all  fairness,  however,  only  one 
contributor  claims  to  have  presented 
the  Christian  approach  to  economics. 
Gary  North  claims  to  present  the  Bi¬ 
ble’s  view  of  economics.  The  other 
three  contributors,  who  present 
defenses  of  a  guided  market  system, 
decentralized  economics,  and  cen¬ 
tralist  economics,  do  not  claim  that 
their  approach  is  the  biblical  ap¬ 
proach.  Moreover,  they  each  state  that 
there  is  no  “Christian  view”  of 
economics. 

Gary  North,  who  presents  the  case 
for  free  market  capitalism,  believes 
that  the  only  way  for  a  nation  to 
prosper  is  to  obey  the  law  of  God, 
especially  that  which  is  found  in  the 
book  of  Deuteronomy.  “While  it  is 
possible  for  a  society  to  experience 
economic  growth  without  honoring 
God’s  law,  eventually  men’s  ethical 
rebellion  leads  to  external  judgement 
and  the  termination  of  economic 
growth.”  (page  30)  Throughout  the 
Old  Testament  he  finds  principles,  or, 
as  he  calls  them,  “laws,”  which,  if  men 
will  obey  them,  will  result  in  a  healthy 
and  free  market  economy. 

William  Diehl  believes  that  given 
the  sinfulness  of  society  an  economy 
left  to  itself  will  result  in  the  rich  get¬ 
ting  richer  and  the  poor  becoming 
poorer.  Therefore  he  believes  in  built- 
in  controls  that  will  assure  justice  for 
the  poor.  He  strongly  support  the  con¬ 
cept  of  private  ownership  of  the 
means  of  production,  i.e,  capitalism. 
He  also  believes  that  “democratic 
capitalism  as  practiced  in  the  United 
States  not  only  offers  the  greatest 
potential  for  freedom,  justice,  and 
responsibility  but,  in  fact,  already 
comes  closer  to  maximizing  all  three 
biblical  principles  than  any  other 
operating  system.”  Those  three  prin¬ 
ciples  mentioned  are  freedom,  justice, 
and  responsibility.  Diehl  calls  on 
Christians  to  assume  a  “lifestyle  of 


enough,”  i.e.,  coming  to  the  point 
where  they  do  not  continue  to  increase 
the  standard  of  living  but  use  the 
surplus  to  meet  world  need. 

Art  Gish  argues  the  position  of 
decentralist  economics.  Like  William 
Diehl,  Art  Gish  does  not  believe  that 
there  is  a  system  of  economics  which 
can  be  called  Christian.  But  he  does 
argue  strongly  for  Christian  prin¬ 
ciples  that  will  guide  economic  deci¬ 
sions.  He  says,  “It  seems  odd  that 
despite  of  all  the  biblical  emphasis  on 
economics,  most  church  people  today 
consider  economic  values  and 
lifestyle  to  be  a  personal,  private  mat¬ 
ter,  completely  separate  from  biblical 
faith”  (page  133).  Gish  does  call  for 
economics  under  the  Lordship  of 
Jesus  Christ.  He  believes  that  Chris¬ 
tian  principles  and  the  community  of 
faith  should  guide  the  economic  order 
rather  than  “the  invisible  hand  of  the 
market.”  Gish  calls  for  the  total 
transformation  of  society  by  Christian 
influence  in  which  not  supply  and  de¬ 
mand  but  also  Christian  biblical  prin¬ 
ciples  would  determine  market, 
budgets,  investments,  and  other 
issues  of  a  nation’s  economic  life.  He 
is  calling  for  the  kingdom  here  and 
now. 

The  case  for  centralist  economics  is 
presented  by  John  Gladwin.  Like 
Diehl,  Gladwin  believes  that,  given 
the  sinfulness  of  man  and  the  im¬ 
perfection  of  any  form  of  government, 
justice  will  not  prevail  unless  it  is  forc¬ 
ed  upon  people  He  argues  that  the  on¬ 
ly  body  strong  enough  and  wise 
enough  to  administer  justice  is  a  cen¬ 
tral  government.  The  leading  princi¬ 
ple  in  his  view  of  economics  is  a 
strong  belief  in  the  rights  of  the  poor. 
He  finds  this  strongly  presented  in  the 
Old  Testament  as  well  as  in  the 
teachings  of  Jesus.  He  believes  that 
there  is  a  vicious  spiral  and  cycle  of 
poverty  that  only  a  central  govern¬ 
ment  can  break.  In  short,  what  he  is 
calling  for  is  the  redistribution  of 
wealth,  as  it  is  euphemistically  call¬ 
ed,  which  simply  means  greater  tax¬ 
ation  of  the  rich  in  order  to  support  the 
poor.  “We  must  not  be  ashamed  to 
espouse  policies  which  require  a 
larger  contribution  from  the  wealthy 
to  the  public  purse  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor”  (page  1%). 

It  is  difficult  to  summarize  a  book 
of  this  nature.  The  strength  of  the 
book,  obviously,  is  that  each  position 
is  presented  in  fullness  and  the  other 
three  contributors  have  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  rebut  the  position  presented.  The 
only  contributor  to  present  a  full 
economic  view  is  Gary  North.  The 
others  presented  principles  but  real¬ 
ly  could  not  crane  up  with  a  “Christian 
view  of  economics.”  William  Diehl, 
Art  Gish,  and  John  Gladwin  all 
believe  that  there  can  be  no  economic 
system  which  can  be  Christian,  that 
any  system  of  economics  or  form  of 
government  is  inevitably  going  to  be 
corrupt  and  sinful.  The  best  we  can 
hope  for  is  the  influence  of  Christians 
in  calling  the  attention  of  government 
to  issues  of  justice,  freedom,  respon¬ 
sibility,  and  so  forth.  North  criticizes 
the  other  three  for  being  unsystematic 
and  incomplete.  Diehl,  Gish,  and 
Gladwin  criticize  North  for  his 
idealistic  view  that  th^re  can  be  a 
throughgoing  Christian  economic 
system.  Discussions  are  lively,  in¬ 
teresting  and  thought-provoking.  — 
Reviewed  by  Alan  Day,  pastor,  First 
Church,  McComb. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 
March  26  —  Am-il  25 


Kaazdy  Peringer 

Don  &  Joyce  TVe 
Mr.  Dallas  O.  Perkins 

Officers  4  Directors  of  First 
National  Bank.  Jackson 
Mrs.  Blanche  Crosby  Perry 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  M.  Nipper 
Mr.  L.  B.  "Pete”  Peterson 
Mrs.  Hessie  B  Kimbrough 
Wayne  4  W.  T  Kimbrough 
Mrs.  Nora  N  Thomas 
I  cither  Peterson 
Siloam  Baptist  Church 
Edwin  Pickering 
Mr  4  Mrs  R.  M.  Grantham 
Mr  4  Mrs  Howard  Grantham 
Mr.  4  Mrs  R.  M.  Grantham 
Mrs.  I'na  Pickett 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  R.  Criss 
Mrs.  Homer  Pitts 
Mr  &  Mrs.  James  Rochester" 
H.  B.  Pope 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Pope 
Harvel  Bass  Pope 
Mrs.  Amanda  Forbes 
Mr.  Jimmy  Pope 
Mr  William  Dase 
Mrs.  Jimmy  (Lena)  Porter 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  H  Jones 
Mr  4  Mrs.  M  L.  Terrebonne 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Mathis  Holt 
Mr  &  Mrs.  George  Myers 
Mr.  Clifton  Presley 
Mr  4  Mrs  Carl  0.  Morris 


Winston  Prude 

Pryor  Construction.  Inc 
Mrs.  Viola  Hill  Puryear 
Cumberland  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  BUI  Raley 

Mr  4  Mrs  H  B  Terry 
Mrs.  Sallie  E.  Ray 
Miss  Dora  Sills 
Mrs.  Sallie  E.  Ray 
Mrs.  Leroy  Vowel! 

Mr.  Douglas  Ravbon 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Clifton  Mobley 
Maude  Reed 

Callie  D.  Chism  Sunday  School 
Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Reeves 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Roy  Anderson,  Jr 
Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Reeves 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Oscar  W  Johansen. 


Mr.  B.  J.  Roberson 
Mr  &  Mrs  Jack  Hughes 
George  Robertson 
Gene  4  Kathy  Sheppard 
Mr.  Edgar  Rogers 
Harold  4  June  Brooks 
Mr.  J.  Q.  Rogers 
Mr  4  Mrs  John  W.  Ray 
Mr.  Lonnie  Rogers 
Mr  Jim  Dyess 
Ted  Rogers 

Jimmy  4  Doris  Rogers 
Nancy  4  Bill  Shivers 
Eva  Roue 
Mrs.  A  J.  Ferguson 
Rev.  Frank  Rush 
A.  Canzoneri  Circle.  DeKalb 
Billy  Sacks 

Mr  &  Mrs.  John  MeCraw 
Odell  Samuels 

>  Mr  4  Mrs.  Sanford  McNemar 
Edvvina  Sanders 
Mrs  Robert  E.  Smith 
Mrs.  Hester  Sandrrs 
Jackson  Ready  Mix 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Sanders 
Mrs  J.  O.  Sanders 
Mrs.  Sibyl  Scales 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Bernice  Schlessniau 
Mrs  E  H  Tucker 
Mr.  Josrph  Wilmer  Scott 
Max  T  Allen 
Mrs  S.  A  McGahev 


Mrs  Eugene  H.  Parks 
Mrs.  Meredith  A.  Bass 
Joan  W.  Horst 

..  Woman  Bible  Class,  Hazlehurst 
Henry  C.  Self 

Ruth  Sunday  School.  Marks 
Mrs.  P  M.  B.  Self  • 

Ruth  Sunday  School.  Marks 
Mrs.  Lula  Bo*  Sellers 
Sarah  N.  Shaw 


Gifts  of  Honor 


Ouida  Itoone 

Ladies  Sunday  School.  Sandy 
Hook 

Mrs.  R.  R.  Dunagin 
I-’ i  did  is  Sunday  School. 
Hattiesburg 

lit.  David  Hall 

Steadfast  Sunday  School.  West 
Point 


Mr.  Morell  Emfinger 
Mr  &  Mrs  R  M  May 
Mrs  Oma  G.  Scott 
First  Baptist  Church,  Bude 
Mrs.  Christine  W  .  Handley  * 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  William  F.  Everett 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Harden 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Harden 
Carl  Hardin 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Braxton  Clanton 
Mr.  Dixon  Hardy 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Guy  Branscome, 


Mr.  Car]  M.  Kelly 
James  C  Wiggins 
Charles  Jenkins 
Louise  M.  McNair 
Bobby  Johnson 
Maurice  R  Black 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Johnson 
Mr  4  Mrs  B  S.  Hood 
Eloise  Johnston 
Don  &  Joyce  Tate 
Mrs.  Bess  Jones 
My,  4  Mrs  Howard  Green 
Mrs.  Bess  Jones 
Mr  4  Mrs  M.  E.  Curran 
Floyd  4  Melba  Howard 
Mr.  Levi  Jones 

Mr.  4  Mrs  James  A  Hathorn 
John  Jordan 
Miss  Dora  Sills 
Mr.  Johnnie  W.  Jordan 
Mrs  Homer  Denham 
Mr.  Quinly  Julian 
Mrs.  B  M.  Seale  « 

Mrs.  Russell  Kearney 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Cecil  M  Boland 
lion  Paul  Kemp 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Max  T  Allen 


Mr.  T.  G.  McCormick 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Oliver  H  Hopkins. 


C.  T.  Renfroe 

Mr  4  Mrs  W'alter  H  Kendall 
Jesse  4  Eva  Rey  nolds 
Marvin  Reynolds 
Mr.  Edward  Rickman' 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Larry  Bennett 
Rev.  David  Ridgeway 
Clyde  4  Yvonne  Edwards 
Clyde,  III.  Yvette  4  Allison 
Chris  Kist 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Tommy  Hancock 
Mr.  D.  W.  Rivers 
Mrs.  Roy  E.  Saye 
Dr.  D.  W.  Rivers 
Mr  H.  E.  Ready  4  Mary  Ann 


Russell  McCuen 
Mr  4  Mrs  Jimmy  Pryor 
Charles  (Slim)  McDonnieal 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Raymond  McFarland 
Mrs  Ary  C  Phillips 
Judge  4  Mrs.  Harvey  McGehee 
Mrs  Harry  (Helen  M.)  Frye 
Mrs.  Virginia  Mcllwain 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  T  Hili 
Adelee  McIntosh 
Mr  4  Mrs  Fred  F.  Kennedy 
John  McKee 

Mr  4  Mrs  Walter  H.  Kendall 
Mr  4  Mrs  Perry  Lammey 
Mr.  Lee  McNeer 
Mr  4  Mrs.  B.  F.  Townsend 
Airs.  Floyd  Edith  ATcHernuIrts 
Jack.  Louis  4  Jo  Nell  Miller 
George  Milam 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Keith  Griffin 
Mrs.  Cleo  Miller 
First  Baptist  Church,  Budc 
Mrs.  Hettie  Miller 


In  April  25  issue  of  “ The 
Village  View"  we  listed  the 
donor  of  a  memorial  gift  to 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mahoney  as 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  McElrie  Mitchell 
instead  of  McElrie  Cox  Mit¬ 
chell  as  it  should  have  been. 
We  apologize  for  this  error. 


Mrs.  J.  L.  (Mar\  i  Harper,  Sr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  Walters 
John  I.  Hart 
Wilroy  Reid 
Mrs.  Maude  lfar\e> 

Mrs.  Joseph  X  Triplett 


Miss  Allison  *  “ 


Mr  &  Mrs  Varda  man 


Qaptii t  Qkildi 


tens 


JACKSON  • 


Mr  4  Mrs  Carl  F  Thornton 


Mrs.  Edith  Rowland 


Mrs.  M.  E.  Randle 


Mrs.  Irene  Miller 


bAUl  N.  NUNNERY 
cucimvt  emccto* 


Mr.  4  Mrs.  Robert  W 
Jernigan 

Mrs  E.  L.  4  Miss  Martha 
Ruth  Phillips 
Mr.  Longstreet  .Minor 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Lonnie  Etheridge 
Mildred  Miichell 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Henry  S  Milner 
Mrs.  Carrie  Moak 
Mr  4  Mrs.  William  C  Brunson 
Mrs.  Juanita  Montgomery 
Mrs.  Virginia  C.  Quarles 
Mrs.  D.  M.  Moody 
Mrs  P  L  Philiips 
Mrs.  Dan  Mooney,  Jr. 

Mr,.  4  Mrs  Aubrey  Sellers 
"Dinty"  Moore 
Betty  4  Bud  Thigpen 
Mr.  Dewey  .Moore 
Mr  4  Mrs  Earl  Young 
Mr.  Clifton  H.  Morgan 
Mrs.  L.  W  Smith 
Elbert  T.  Morgan 
Mr  H  A  Moak 
Willis  V.  Mounce.  Sr. 

Mr  4  Mrs  Harry  Adams  4 
John 

Mrs.  Eddy  Frances  Murrah 
Mrs  J  P  Marsalis 
Sue  R.  Myers 
Esther  Caillavet 

Mr.  Jerry  Null 

Mr  4  Mrs  Lawrence  Kenneth 
Loy  O'Neal 

Mr  4  Mrs  S.  P  Doolittle 
Mr.  K.  B.  Orr 

Mr  4  Mrs  Joseph  W.  Cobb 
Jeanne  Merrill 
Mr  4  Mrs  Larry  Bennett 
Mrs  C.  E  Merrill 
Mr  4  Mrs  Glen  Anderson 
Mrs  M.  E  Randle 
Mr  4  Mrs.  W.  D  Goodson 
Mrs.  Annie  G.  Pannell 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  J  A.  Harris 
Mrs.  Parker 

Mr  4  Mrs  Larry  Behnetl 
Imogene  Parker 
Mr  4  Mrs  Braxton  Clanton 
Mrs.  Imogene  Walton  Parker 
Mr  4  Mrs  Truelt  Helms 
Rev.  G.  O  Parker.  Sr. 

Mr  4  Mrs  G  0  Parker.  Jr 
Mrs.  tunic  Parnell 
Helleview  Ladies  Sunday 
School 

Dr  Gerald  It.  Pascal 
Carolyn  Labarbera.  PhD 
Pete  Patterson 
Mrs  C  lv' Miller 
It  II  Vli<  krv  Prarson 
Mrs  C.  E  Dunlap 


Dear  Church  Friends 


During  April,  a  youngster  who  has  never  known  her  father  and  whose 
mother  is  imprisoned;  another  child  who  has  been  sexually  exploited  in 
his  own  home;  a  young  person  with  a  drug  problem;  a  teen-ager  whose  ' 
language,  attitude  and  conduct  is  beyond  the  control  of  private  home 
and  community;  a  group  of  boys  and  girls  whose  family  has  literally 
come  apart  under  social,  moral  and  financial  pressures;  -  all  of  these 
and  a  number  of  other  Mississippi  young  people  in  comparable  distress 
have  become  the  custodial  responsibility  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
Baptist  State  Mission  Field.  April,  for  us,  was  a  rather  typical 
month  in  these  respects. ' 


appeal  to  local  churches,  as  organized  bodies,  for  cash  support.  Since  at 
least  70%  of  our  minimum  needs  must  be  met  through  voluntary  gifts  desig¬ 
nated  for  Village  support',  this  week  of  emphasis  and  appeal  is  obviously 
important  to  our  existence  as  a  viable  Baptist  ministry. 

In  1984,  The  Children's  Village  was  beset  by  a  major,  financial, 
operating  crisis,  which  for  a  time,  actually  threatened  the  survival  of 
this  agency.  In  substantial  measure,  this  crisis  was  occasioned  by  a 
startling  failure  on  the  part  of  Mississippi  Baptists  to  remember  the 
needs  of  our  children.  The  1984  Mother's  Day  offering  was  more  than  18% 
below  our  minimum,  budgeted  needs,  and  8%  below  the  1983  Mother's  Day  gifts! 
In  November  and  December  of  1984,  we  were  obliged  to  appeal  to  individuals 


Mr  4  Mrs  Alvin  E  Scott 
Mrs.  Earl  Little 
Mr  4  Mrs  Fred  F  Kennedy 
W.  L.  (Rill)  Lofton 
Mrs  J.  O  Sanders 
Willie  Lee  l.ofton 
Mrs  F.  L.  Carr 
Alex  Long 

Lane.  Paul  4  David  Holland 
Mrs.  Bessie  long 
Mr  4  Mrs  Fred  F  Kennedy 
John  I).  Long 
Ann  B  Collier 
Etie  long 

Mr  4  Mrs  Charles  Morrow 
Mr  4  Mrs  C.  A  Hardin 
Mrs.  Lena  Lorance  Malone 
Mrs  Ben  A  Bogy  Jr. 

Mr.  \ugusl  Martens 
Mr  4  Mrs  Chuck  Gonsoulin 
Mrs.  Mattie  Marlin 
Mr  4  Mrs  W  T  Beasley 
Mellon  K.  Marlin.  Sr. 

Mrs  B  M  Seale 
Mr  Kernice  Massey  * 

Mr.  4  Mrs  Carl  F  Thornton 
Mr.  B.  L.  Ma*  field 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Buck  Starnes 
Mr  4  Mrs.  John  (takes 
VTr  Breton  Starnes 


Sincerely 


.i  Kirk 

A  Gulledge 
Vinmi  Lee) 


PAUL  N.  NUNjrERY 
Executive  Director 
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•  Bible  Book:  Parables  on  prayer 

•  Uniform:  Coping  with  futility 

•  Life  and  Work:  Social  justice  and  right  living 


I  4 

jfcyttfit  Kmirft 

Parables  on  prayer 


By  Bill  R.  Baker 
Luke  18:1-34 

Having  discussed  life  in  the 
kingdom  of  God  (ch.  17)  Jesus  now  af¬ 
fixes  an  addendum  to  the  aspects  of 
kingdom  life  and  that  has  to  do  with 
prayer  The  word  translated  “ought” 
( v.  1 )  refers  to  the  necessity  of  prayer 
in  the  kingdom.  This  same  word  will 
surface  again  in  Luke  24:26  which 
states  “OUGHT  not  Christ  to  have  suf¬ 
fered  these  things,  and  to  enter  into 
his  glory?” 

It  appears  that  just  as  the  sufferings 
of  Christ  were  necessary  in  order  to 
establish  the  Kingdom,  prayer  is  a 
necessity  for  full  participation  in  the 
Kingdom.  The  Christian  should  pray 
always,  that  is,  praying  should  be  an 
habitual  activity.  One  must  pray 
without  fainting.  The  word  “faint” 
means  "to  cave  in.”  A  common  ex¬ 
pression  often  heard  is  “everything 
seems  to  be  caving  in  on  me!”  Could 
it  be  that  most  of  the  “cave-ins"  of  life 
are  preceded  by  “cave-ins”  of  prayer? 

There  are  four  examples  of  prayer 
in  the  text  today  and  one  should  be  at¬ 
tentive  to  the  lessons  to  be  learned 
from  each. 

A  praying  widow  (vs.  1-8).  The 
widow,  out  of  a  sense  of  helplessness, 
calls  upon  a  judge  to  meet  her  needs. 
The  story  illustrates  the  place  of 


prayer  when  there  is  personal  inabili¬ 
ty  to  cope  with  certain  situations. 
However,  through  the  description  and 
response  of  the  judge  one  may  learn 
about  the  universal  Judge  to  whom 
prayer  is  directed  The  great  Judge  of 
the  universe  is  unlike  the  judge  in  the 
parable. 

The  parable  might  be  called  “the 
parable  of  dissimilarities.”  The 
strength  of  the  parable  lies  in  the 
dissimilarities  between  this  judge  and 
the  Judge  of  the  universe.  The  judge 
in  the  parable  is  a  man  without 
reverence  for  God  or  regard  for  man. 
If  such  a  person  will  yield  to  the  re¬ 
quests  of  a  widow  because  she 
troubles  him,  surely  the  divine  Judge 
of  heaven  and  earth  will  be  receptive 
to  those  whom  he  loves  by  graciously 
hearing  and  responding  to  their 
requests. 

Also  the  Heavenly  Judge  does  not 
respond  because  his  people  “weary 
him.”  Prayer  is  not  designed  to  drag 
a  blessing  out  of  God,  but  to  let  re¬ 
quests  be  made  known  that  he  may 
act  according  to  divine  will  and 
purposes. 

A  praying  Pharisee  (vs.  11-12). 
There  are  times  when  prayer  is  out  of 
order  and  the  story  of  the  Pharisee  il¬ 
lustrates  this  fact.  Prayer  is  out  of 
order  when  one  comes  to  God  on  the 
basis  of  his  own  worthiness.  Note  the 


number  of  times  the  preposition  “I” 
appears  in  these  two  verses.  Prayer 
is  also  out  of  order  when  one  exalts 
himself  above  others,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Pharisee  who  placed  himself 
above  the  publican.  Two  important 
aspects  of  prayer  are  accentuated 
here  —  a  right  relationship  wjth  God 
and  a  right  relationship  with  others. 

A  praying  publican  (vs.  13-14).  Since 
the  publican  is  commended 
(justified),  his  attitude  in  prayer 
should  be  copied  by  everyone  in  the 
Kingdom.  There  are  three  aspects  of 
the  publican’s  experience  that  should 
be  noted  and  adopted  —  he  stood  far 
off  (denoting  a  sense  of  unwor¬ 
thiness)  ;  he  saw  himself  as  a  sinner; 
and  he  pleaded  the  mercy  of  God. 

A  praying  ruler  (vs.  18-27).  The 
story  of  the  ruler,  who  asked  how  he 
might  receive  eternal  life,  illustrates 
the  tragedy  of  having  prayer 
answered  without'  an  affirmative 
response  from  the  one  who  prays. 
Mark  states  that  the  rqler  went  away 
without  acting  positively  to  the 
answered  prayer.  Before  one  prays, 
perhaps  it  would  be  wise  to  entertain 
this  question  —  “suppose  the  answer 
is  not  to  my  liking?”  . 

The  reference  to  children  in  vs.  16-17 
is  included  to  point  up  the  fact  that 
God  is  approachable. 

Baker  is  pastor.  First,  Clinton. 


Social  justice  and  right  living 


By  James  F.  Yates 
Amos  5:10-15,  21-24 

Irresponsible  conduct,  whether 
within  or  without  the  religious  struc¬ 
tures  of  the  day,  cannot  continue 
unabated  without  experiencing  in¬ 
evitable  retribution.  If  man  will  not 
hear  the  word  of  God  in  judgment,  it 
is  only  left  for  him  to  experience  that 
judgment  ii  history.  This  was  the 
disturbing  proclamation  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  Amos. 

The  rich  who  have  made  their  for¬ 
tunes  through  the  exploitation  of  the 
poor  are  described  in  eloquent  terms. 
"They  hate  him  who  reproves  in  the 
gate,  and  they  abhor  him  who  speaks 
truth”  (5:10).  The  reference  to  the 
gate  is  to  the  common  meeting  place 
of  the  people  where  cases  of  justice 
are  tried  before  an  assembled  jury  of 
men.  This  had  been  the  time-honoied 
spot  where  any  man  could  receive 
justice  when  his  case  was  heard  by 
the  men  of  the  town.  The  exploiting 
rich  carried  a  personal  grudge 
against  any  man  who  dared  to  speak 
out  against  them  in  the  court  as  their 
judge,  or  who  dare  testify  as  a  witness 
to  their  deeds. 

Human  personality  had  been  abus¬ 
ed  in  many  varied  ways  in  eighth- 
century  Israel.  Amos  set  forth  a  series 
of  indictments  which  seem  to  apply 
most  specifically  to  the  elders  or 
judges  who  arbitrated  in  the  gate. 
These  persons  in  places  of  respon¬ 
sibility  were  heedless  to  the  cries  of 
the  less  fortunate.  They  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  weakness  of  the  poor  by 


trampling  upon  their  rights  and  exac¬ 
ting  either  penalties  or  enforced  gifts 
of  wheat  from  them  (5:11).  These 
leaders  did  not  fool  God,  since  he 
knew  how  they  inflicted  deep  hurt 
upon  both  the  just  ones  and  the  needy 
"(5:12).  The  word  translated  "bribe” 
more  properly  denoted  a  ransom  paid 
for  the  pardon  of  a  murderer.  While 
the  rich  would  literally  get  away  with 
murder,  the  poor  but  just  ones  had  no 
chance. 

Because  of  this  abuse  of  human  per¬ 
sonality,  the  powerful  classes  in 
Israel’s  society  had  been  able  to  build 
the  very  best  for  themselves.  Not  con¬ 
tent  with  erecting  house  of  common 
“field  stone,”  they  had  utilized  the 
more  expensive  "hewn  stone,”  quar¬ 
ried  and  shaped  by  underpaid,  op¬ 
pressed  workmen.  They  planted  plea¬ 
sant  vineyards.  All  of  this  they  did 
through  the  blood  and  sweat  of  the  op¬ 
pressed.  Amos  promised  that  they 
would  not  have  the  opportunity  to  en¬ 
joy  either,  since  God’s  judgment  was 
at  hand. 

The  admonition  of  verse  13  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  reconcile  with  the  life  and 
purpose,  of  Amos.  Some  commen¬ 
tators  regard  this  statement  as  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  the  time  of  God’s 
punishment.  Others  treat  it  as  a  later 
addition  to  his  message.  Certainly 
Amos  never  applied  such  a  proverb  to 
his  own  right  to  speak. 

The  basic  cause  of  the  blindness  to 
injustice  by  Israel’s  leaders  lay  in 
their  conscious  or  unconscious  divor¬ 
cing  of  morality  from  religion.  While 
the  religion  of  Israel  was  more  con¬ 


cerned  with  morality  than  that  of 
other  nations,  the  people  in  Amos’  day 
did  not  demonstrate  this  concern  in 
actual  practice.  They  imagined  that 
God  would  graciously  overlook  their 
acts  of  oppression  as  long  as  they  car¬ 
ried  out  their  ritual  responsibilities  at 
the  sanctuary. 

Amos  insisted  that  religion  must  be 
united  with  mortality.  He  felt  this  with 
such  fervor  that  he  could  identify 
seeking  God  with  seeking  good.  In 
verse  4  he  said,  “Seek  me  and  live.” 
In  verse  14  he  said,  “Seek  good,  and 
not  evil,  that  you  may  live.”  In  the 
mind  of  the  prophet.  God  and  good 
were  united  with  one  another.  Amos 
did  not  substitute  morality  for 
religion,  but  made  religion  the  basis 
of  morality.  It  was  because  of  God's 
essentially  moral  character  that  he 
had  a  right  to  demand  moral  behavior 
of  Israel.  Amos  affirmed  that  their  on¬ 
ly  hope  of  having  God  with  them 
resided  in  the  moral  goodness  of  their 
lives.  Only  in  hating  evil,  looking  good, 
and  establishing  justice  in  the  gate 
could  they  be  sure  of  a  gracious 
response  by  God. 

As  though  to  underscore  the 
significance  of  making  a  proper 
distinction  between  the  essential  and 
the  nonessential,  Amos  concluded  by 
pointing  out  the  failure  of  superficial 
religious  form  to  meet  the  needs  of  th& 
heart.  Here  he  becomes  quite  specific 
in  stating  God’s  reaction  to  feast  days, 
ceremonial  assemblies,  burnt  offer¬ 
ings,  and  even  the  songs  and  accom¬ 
panying  instruments  (vv.  21-23).  The 
Israelites  assumed  that  to  please  God 


Coping  with  futility 


By  W.  Levon  Moore 
Ecclesiastes  2:1-11;  12:13-14 

This  week’s  lesson  begins  a  three- 
session  unit  on  “Looking  For  Life’s 
Meaning.”  In  our  scripture  passage 
for  today,  the  author  confronts  the  ap¬ 
parent  futility  of  life.  Life  seems  to 
have  little  meaning  for  millions  of 
people  in  our  time. 

Some  are  apparently  locked  into 
circumstances  of  ignorance,  poverty, 
and  suffering.  Some  work  hard  all 
their  lives  but  never  get  ahead 
materially.  Some  are  denied  educa¬ 
tional  opportunities  and  cannot  throw 
off  the  shackles  of  ignorance.  Some 
are  victims  of  physical  or  emotional 
suffering,  and  see  no  hope  for 
improvement. 

Centuries  ago,  the  writer  of  Ec¬ 
clesiastes  felt  frustrated  and  confus¬ 
ed  over  the  uncertainties  of  life.  Our 
scripture  outlines  some  of  the  pursuits 
which  he  followed  to  add  meaning  to 
life. 

I.  Pleasure  (2:12) 

The  writer  felt  in  his  heart  that  the 
pursuit  of  pleasure  would  bring  mean¬ 
ing  to  life.  He  experienced  pleasure  to 
the  fullest,  but  discovered  that  it  did 
not  provide  genuine  happiness.  He 
learned  that  following  the  thrills 
brought  by  brief  moments  of  laughter 
and  mirth,  the  futility  of  life 
remained. 

Ours  is  a  pleasure-mad  generation. 
Vast  numbers  of  people  are  spending 
untold  billions  of  dollars  each  year  in 
the  pursuit  of  pleasure.  After  man  has 
drained  all  the  thrills  possible  from 
his  pursuit  of  pleasure,  he  returns  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  vanity. 

II.  Wine  <2:3a) 

The  author  of  our  scripture  states 
that  he  sought  for  life’s  fulfillment  in 
wine.  This  course  of  action  brought 
heartache  and  disappointment. 
Hordes  of  people  in  today’s  world  have 
been  led  to  believe  that  consumption 
of  alcoholic  beverages  contributes  to 
the  good  life.  Yet,  not  far  down  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  this  way,  one  finds  impaired 
health,  lost  friendships,  destroyed 
family  relationships,  and  many  other 
heart-breaking  experiences.  Those 
who  seek  fulfillment  in  the  use  of 
alcoholic  beverages  sooner  or  later 
conclude,  as  did  the  teacher  in  Ec- 

they  must  simply  perform  outward 
religious  duties  of  sacrifice  and  wor¬ 
ship.  If  they  paid  their  tithes  and 
observed  the  sabbath,  God  would  cer¬ 
tainly  bless  them.  Amos  believed  that 
religion  was  not  dependent  on  the 
sacrificial  system.  His  purpose  was 
purification,  rather  than  abolition. 

In  the  midst  of  his  attack  upon  the 
superficiality  of  worship,  Amos  con¬ 
fronted  Israel  with  the  solution  of  the 
dilemma  which  she  faced.  It  was  not 
the  abolition  of  forms  that  he  demand¬ 
ed.  His  solution  was  not  negative,  but 
positive  It  was  not  what  they  should 
do,  but  what  they  should  be  willing  to 
do.  Amos  cqlled  for  the  release  of 
justice  and  righteousness  in  the  lives 
of  Israelites  to  the  extent  that  it  would 
come  forth  as  the  waters  of  an 
everflowing  stream  —  “Let  justice  roll 
down  like  waters,  and  righteousness 
like  an  everflowing  stream"  (v.  24). 

Yates  is  pastor,  First,  Yazoo  City. 


clesiastes,  that  this  is  vanity. 

III.  Wisdom  (2:3b) 

The  author  followed  after  wisdom 
with  the  expectation  that  this  would 
allow  him  to  discover  and  understand 
what  was  good  for  the  sons  of  men.  He 
discovered  that  even  wisdom  has 
severe  limitations.  Wisdom  is 
superior  to  folly,  but  even  wisdom  can¬ 
not  fill  life  with  meaning.  The  search 
for  wisdom,  for  the  sake  of  wisdom, 
leads  to  vanity. 

IV.  Works  (2:4-6) 

The  wFiter  jxjinted  out  that  in  his 
search  for  meaning  to  life,  he  made 
great  works.  These  included  the 
building  of  houses,  the  planting  of 
vineyards,  gardens  and  orchards,  and 
the  construction  of  pools  or  cisterns. 
Even  his  great  works  came  to  naught, 
and  he  saw  the  futility  of  depending 
upon  these  things  for  happiness. 

V.  Wealth  (2:7-9) 

The  writer  sought  to  add  meaning 
to  life  by  accumulating  great  posses¬ 
sions,  including  cattle,  silver  and  gold, 
servants,  and  all  types  of  treasures. 
This  pursuit  also  ended  in  frustrating 
disappointment  which  caused  him  to 
declare  that  all  is  vanity.  The  major 
portion  of  man’s  time,  energy,  and 
knowledge  is  spent  in  an  effort  to  ac¬ 
cumulate  wealth  and  possessions.  He 
learns  all  too  soon  that,  as  Jesus  said, 
“a  man’s  life  consisteth  not  in  the 
abundance  of  the  things  which  he 
possesseth”  (Luke  12:15). 

Conclusion:  (12:13-14) 

The  writer  concluded  that  only 
three  things  add  meaning  to  life. 
These  are,  (1)  Fear  of  God;  (2)  The 
keeping  of  God’s  commandments; 
and  (3)  Preparation  for  judgment. 
Modern  man  has  followed  many  pur¬ 
suits  in  his  attempt  to  find  happiness 
and  meaning  for  life.  Those  pursuits 
which  take  him  through  the  maze  of 
materialism,  secularism,  humanism, 
and  other  worldly  efforts  to  find  hap¬ 
piness  bring  only  frustration  and 
emptiness. 

Only  in  finding  God  and  following 
God’s  will  for  his  life  doe§  one  avoid 
the  bitterness  of  futility. 

Moore  is  director  of  missions.  At¬ 
tala  County. 
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